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TRUTH IN SEASON. 



MR. R. C. CHAPMAN. 

'' fellowship:* 

Natural men never see the snares spread for them; 
they have no wings to rise above this earth ; they are 
born and bred on a dunghill, and above it they 
cannot and will not rise. We who have the Spirit of 
Christ know the things that are freely given us of 
God, and walking in the Spirit we pfove that Scripture 
true, " Surely in vain the net is spread in the sight of 
anything that hath wings." We must rise above the 
world to know what it is — what it is when foul, and 
what when fair; we must rise above the foul world, 
but especially above the world when it is fair — fair by 
pleasure, fair by religion, and fair by wisdom. The 
sins, pleasures, religion, and wisdom of the world are 
all Christless, all without God (beginning and ending 
with the creature and the will of the creature, all 
from beneath — of Satan), all abominable to God. 

Let us rise above them in order to see, and escape, 
and avoid the snare. 

We will cast a glance at i John i. 3 : " That 

which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, 

that ye also may have fellowship with us : and truly 

our fellowship is with the Father, and with His Son 

B 
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O TRUTH IN SEASON. 

Jesus Christ;" and chap. iii. 9, 10, "Whosoever is 
bom of God doth not commit sin; for His seed 
remaineth in him : and he cannot sin, because he is 
bom of God In this the children of God are 
manifest, and the children of the devil: whosoever 
doeth not righteousness is not of God, neither he that 
loveth not his brother." Let me say at the outset, 
with reference to the perils to which we are now 
exposed, that if, as sinners self-condemned, we have 
received Christ, we cannot sin so as we did in our 
natural state. The trae child of God, according to 
the second chapter of this epistle, can never utterly 
deny the truth, or live in utter enmity to God. In 
that sense he cannot sin. " They went out from us, 
but they were not of us." (Verse 19.) They gave 
up, they denied the tmth. Why? Their profession 
was fair ; their words were good ; but they had never 
been poor, needy sinners, saying from the heart, 
" Lord, to whom shall we go ?" 

No poor sinner ever turns back to his natural state 
of enmity against God — a condition of wrath, and 
curse, and the dominion of sin over him. In other 
words, when once a child of Adam becomes a child 
of God, he can never become a child of wrath again. 
When once a sinner becomes a sheep of Christ, he 
can never again become a sow wallowing in the mire. 
''-They went out from us, but they were not of us ; 
for if they had been of us, they would no doubt have 
continued with us;" they could not have sinned that 
sin of utterly denying Jesus. Remember His words — 
" Because I live, ye shall live also." If we are 
dwelling in the 6th of Ephesians, what is all the strife 
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TRUTH IN SEASON. 7 

and warfare about ? Is it about redemption or eternal 
life? No; but for fellowship according to our oneness 
with Christ, that we may have fellowship with God. 

It was not the title to the land that Joshua fought 
for when he crossed over Jordan, but the posses- 
sion of that which had already been given to Israel. 
In like manner he that is b6m of God sinneth not 
This is no distinction between the old and new man in 
the believer, but between the children of God and all 
others who are not truly of the heaven-born family. 
The manner of Scripture in directing and counselling 
us how to avoid and resist evil is alwajrs to raise up in 
us aims of the highest obedience by entire conformity 
to the will of God. The Lord direct us in this. 

One thing in particular I would say, which runs much 
in my heart. God as the Father is craving, and Christ 
as the firstborn among many brethren, and as the 
friend with His many forms of friendship, is craving 
our fellowship. " Our fellowship is with the Father, 
and with His Son Jesus Christ." There is not a word 
said about glory in all this epistle, because it is 
understood; the silence about glory speaks loudly. 
It is taken for granted that the love and fellowship 
of God cannot be satisfied without giving us glory. 
Fellowship is a mutual thing. Now, truly, our fellow- 
ship is with the Father and the Son. If we would 
have a spiritual, heavenly conscience, which is indis- 
pensable to our attaining that which we seek after, 
and would escape the snares which the devil lays for 
our feet, we must remember that our obligations rise 
above those of all other creatures of God. Adam, 
innocent in Paradise, had obligations ; so too had the 
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8 TRUTH IN SEASON. 

angels, at their creation, yvhtn one unbroken company; 
the elect angels, after some had been cast down into 
hell, had obligations to God higher through God's 
favour than they had before ; but above all these rise 
our obligations in Christ We who were the lowest of 
all God's creatures by nature, are the highest through 
grace ; we who were furthest off naturally, are the 
nearest by the blood of Christ. Now, as bound to 
God, who is light and love, according to this epistle, 
we are called to behave ourselves as becometh the 
children of God the little while that we sojourn here. 

When we think of our obligations, and ponder them 
in our hearts, and in the secret of our souls in our 
closets try our ways before God, how precious is the 
beginning of the second chapter — " We have an Ad- 
vocate with the Father*' — ^not an advocate to persuade 
the Father to love us, but to reveal the Father's love 
to us, to be the channel of communication of that 
love to us. Jesus Christ, the righteous One, is that 
Advocate, and He is the propitiation for our sins. 
We may be creditable persons with our fellow-Chris- 
tians ; we may possibly even be serving God in the 
gospel, and God may bless the testimony, and yet 
that which Christ sets His heart upon we do not 
give Him — ^the flower of our affiections. If such be 
the case, I should be torn to pieces did I not fly to 
the propitiation for my sins, to the Advocate against 
whom I have sinned. I may not have sinned by out- 
ward transgression, though that, alas ! is possible. A 
child of God, as I said, cannot fall into a state of 
utter enmity, and have the punishment of those who 
reject Christ, but he may be anything short of that. 
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TRUTH IN SEASON. 9 

Supposing that, although I have been kept from 
anything that may be a blot on my outward pro- 
fession, I have a cold heart, while Christ has always a 
warm heart — how shall this evil behaviour of mine be 
blotted out but by the blood of the Advocate? Well 
has it been said, " If we confess our sins. He is faithful 
and just to forgive us our sins/' One great thing I 
hope we shall have through these meetings — z. higher, 
conscience toward God, and more dealing with the 
atoning blood of Christ. " This is the victory that 
overcometh the world, even our faith." There is not 
one of us but needs to be delivered from a natural 
love of the world in some shape or other ; for there 
are diversities in the world's form, and Satan, the 
cunning tempter, knows well how to suit his tempta- 
tions to meet every diversity of temper, of character, 
of understanding, apprehension, custom, or habit; 
and we may be sure that by practice his power and 
skill does not diminish, but rather increases. 

While it is needful to think of the power of the 
devil, still more necessary is it to think of the power 
to overcome. Be it the ancient disciple, or the young, 
who is tempted by the devil, by faith he can overcome 
all his hosts. If I, as a fool, encounter the devil, 
trusting in my own heart, I have not a promise that 
God will uphold me ; I shall be swept away as with a 
flood. Let me, on the other hand, walk by faith in 
the Son of God, and by His power I shall put to 
flight all the hosts of hell. I have almighty power 
by faith in the name of the Son of God. It is not 
only to overcome evil that we have power by faith ; 
supposing there be here a stripling, only this morning 
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bom of God ; he has not only the power by faith to 
overcome evil, but power — I do not say to root out — 
but to subdue the law in his members, so that God, 
as his Father, shall not be offended by his indulgence 
of it, and Christ, as his lover and friend, shall not be 
offended by his giving place to it God, as your Father, 
can thus hold fellowship with you, His children; 
and Christ, as your friend and lover, can hold fellow- 
ship with you, and delight Himself in the affection of 
your hearts — ^the fruit of His anointing Spirit in you. 

MR. W. J. STOKES. 

The subject given for our consideration to-day having 
been most happily introduced by our beloved brother, 
my object will be to unfold some of the dangers of 
these last times, and show the safeguards provided in 
the Word for our protection. 

2 Tim. iii. 1-5. " This know, that in the last days 
perilous times shall come," &c. It would be impossible 
to go into the details of evil alluded to in this passage. 
They are; however, characteristic of the times in which 
we live. In verse 5 we have the climax of infidelity 
— "Having the form of godliness, but denying the 
power thereof." There never was a period in which 
there was so much outward religion as at the present 
time. There is a vast amount of form in the age in 
which we live. We see evil mixed up with a quantity 
of religion that was never before seen in the world. 
But if you speak to these professors regarding the 
separating power of true religion, you will meet with 
no acceptance, and are sure to be rejected, politely it 
may be, but surely rejected \ the servants of God find 
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TRUTH IN SEASON. II 

most acceptance amongst the poor and wretched 
classes. A fonn of godliness without the power is 
the most deluding shape that infidelity can take, 
because the deceived multitudes are led on uncon- 
sciously in the broad road to destruction. 

Just look at another expression, "high-minded." 
We find at the present time many minds uneasy at 
subjection to Holy Scripture. It is a very remarkable 
form of infidelity, this refusal of subjection to the 
Word, coupled with a professed reception of it as a 
revelation from God. It is not open infidelity, but every 
possible effort is made to turn aside the force and 
point of the word. I need not defile your minds by 
detailing the vain speculations of the high-minded 
about inspiration and its limits, the human element in 
Scripture, and a variety of other sophisms by which 
it is sought to turn the edge of the Spirit's sword, and 
to open the door to the licentious human intellect. 

Another striking feature of the age is the preten- 
sions put forth of miraculous power. I will take this 
opportunity to warn person§ against being deceived 
by those professing to have the power to work 
miracles. We know from Scripture that miracles will 
accompany the delusions of the last days. Some 
persons may say it is not needful to warn Christians 
against such things. Would to God it were so ! I 
have in my desk at this moment a letter from a dear 
sister in the Lord, who has fallen under such delusions. 
She is associated with a company of believers, and it 
would seem /ww-believers too ; or, as I rather think, a 
company of skilfiil leaders and silly dupes assembling 
in Africa (I am thankful to say it is so far off), and 
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these say that the Lord Jesus is already come, and is 
in the midst of them ; that all sorrow, sickness, and 
pain, are at an end ; and that instead of doubt and 
difficulties, they know everything, being taught" of the 
Spirit, and have no further need of the Scriptures. 
They also profess to have miraculous power and dis- 
cerning of spirits. The dear sister thus deluded 
was for years a comfort to us, and a diligent labourer 
in the gospel. Miracles should be no snare to us; 
indeed, we are led by Scripture to expect them. If 
an angel were to come into our midst and tell us 
that we were all wrong, I should reject the message, 
and hold up this precious book and say, " If they 
speak not according to this word, it - is because 
there is no light in them." If the dead were raised, 
cripples walked, and the diseased were healed, yet if 
they spoke against Christ and the Scriptures, I should 
reject them as messengers of Satan. Miracles a//7/ 
be wrought to accredit evil teaching, and God will 
give up persons to the delusion, "because they received 
not the love of the truth." (2 Thess. ii. 10-12.) 

I, with many of my more aged brethren and sisters 
in Christ, may be called away to be with the Lord 
before the full development of these things ; but many 
here will probably see miracles, accompanied with 
the grossest lies. The chief safeguard against this 
and every evil is to have the love of Christ in the 
heart It is not our opinions, however clear, but love 
to that blessed Person that will be our protection. 
You will not listen to anything against a person 
whom you love. If your heart is given to another, 
any slander or evil spoken of that person will be like 
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touching the apple of your eye ; and so, if you want to 
be preserved from being deceived by the delusions 
that are coming on the earth, have your heart knit 
closely to the Lord Jesus by a living faith, spend 
much of your time in His company. - 

Our brother spoke just now about the craving of the 
heart of Jesus for our affections, and I fully believe it. 
Jesus desires your love more than you desire His. 
His delight in the affections of His people is infinitely 
more than we can understand. And this is clearly 
shown in the address to the Church at Ephesus. 
(Rev. ii.) The Lord there bestows much praise on 
them for work, labour, and patience, which puts to 
shame the most devoted persons here. " Neverthe- 
less," He says, " I have somewhat against thee, because 

thou hast LEFT THY FIRST LOVE.'' 

Again, in writing to the Church at Laodicea, the 
Lord says, " I would thou wert cold or hot. So then 
because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I 
will spue thee out of my mouth." 

Our chief safeguard, then, is love to Jesus. How 
are we to have it ? By the constant exercise of faith 
in " His love to us." " We love Him because He first 
loved us." 

Let me say that the reading of the four gospels should 
form a very important part of our occupation each day. 
Give much time, beloved, to the prayerful study of 
that important portion of Scripture, and do not think 
because you know the words you need not read them. 
They are the food of the soul's affections to keep 
your hearts alive to Christ. All Scripture is profitable, 
and every word of God is pure ; but I ask you to give 
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your hearts much to the study of Matthew, Mark, 
Luke, and John. Read them day by day, whatever 
other Scriptures you read. We have there the fourfold 
portraiture of the blessed Lord. If we love God, we 
shall love His word. Jesus said, " If a man love me, 
he will keep my words.*' 

I would now direct your minds to another important 
consideration, and that is, the occupation of time. I 
believe if there is one thing more than another that 
helps the devil it is idleness. In this age people live 
so much in an artificial way. Many are provided for 
before they are born with sufficient money to live in 
idleness. I pity such persons, and believe that those 
who have to rise at five o'clock in the morning, and 
earn their bread by the sweat of their brow, are far 
more happy than many whosd chief difficulty is to 
find out how they can spend their money and fill up 
time. Idleness is the field in which the devil works. 
The idle mind is the devil's workshop. This subject is 
often referred to in Holy Scripture. Seek grace and 
wisdom, beloved, to be occupied with something : if you 
are not obliged to work for your bread, find out how 
you may alleviate the miseries of your fellow-creatures 
around you. 

There is an amount of work to be done which is 
so vast as to shut out all hope of ever reaching a 
thousandth part of it; but, because of our selfishness, 
because we have so much to do with providing 
luxuries for ourselves, we do not open our eyes to see 
the necessities of those who are less favoured. Rather 
let us imitate the example of Him "who went about 
doing good, and healing all that were oppressed of the 
devil, for God was with Him/' 
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CAPTAIN HULL. 

" Let us labour therefore to enter into that rest, lest any man &U after the 
same example of unbelief — Hbb. iv. iz. 

In connection with the remarks that have been 
made by our brother, I would read one or two Scrip- 
tures on the deep importance of letting the word of 
God abide in us, as His power to bring us abiding 
peace and blessing, and overcome the besetting sin of 
our natural unbelief, which is ever raising questions 
and doubts in our hearts. 

In Heb. iv. ii we read, "Let us labour therefore 
to enter into that rest, lest any fall after the same 
example of unbelief." Israel's unbelief, therefore, is 
what we are cautioned against And what is the 
special example of it set before us? 

Simply their distrusting the word and promise of 
God, and doubting His ability to bring them into the 
land He had given them ; and this it was that shut 
them out of it, and kept them wandering in the wilder- 
ness forty years. It is both very interesting and 
important to notice this; and much of our present and 
everlasting blessing depends on the power the word 
of God and His promises have on our souls. Jesus 
says of His own (John xvii. 8), " I have given unto 
them the words which thou gavest me ; and they have 
received them, and have known surely that I came 
out from thee, and they have believed that thou didst 
send me.** Many things He has to teach them, 
deeper truths to unfold, much to lay on them to do 
and suffer for His name's sake; the world, the flesh, 
and the devil must be overcome; but the power for 
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all this, and that which alone coqld make them con- 
querors, was their full acceptance and steadfast assur- 
ance of the truth of the words of Christ 

Israel failed in many sad ways. When barely out of 
Egypt they longed to be back, preferring the leeks and 
onions to angels' food. The golden calf witnessed to 
their idolatry. Their constant murmurings against 
God proved their gross ingratitude and unfaithfulness ; 
but for none of these things did their God cast them 
off. He bore with all their murmurings and discontent, 
and ministered to all their wants; but when it came to 
making Him a liar, and denying the truth and power 
of His word of promise, then He swore in His wrath 
they should not enter into His rest: their carcases 
fell in the wilderness, and Caleb and Joshua, who 
believed God, alone out of that great host, entered 
into the promised land. " Take heed, therefore," says 
God, " lest there be in any of you an evil heart of 
unbelief, in departing from the Living God." Let us 
beware both of questioning the word of God in one 
single point, and of limiting in any measure His will 
and power to make every jot and tittle of that word 
stand fast in the face of every opposition of man's 
enmity, or his philosophy and science, falsely so called. 
You have, doubdess, all been struck with the per- 
sonality, as I may call it, given to the Word in the 
twelfth verse of the chapter in Hebrews I have quoted 
from : " The word of God is quick, and powerful, and 
sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to 
the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the 
joints and marrow, and is a discemer of the thoughts 
and intents of the heart. Neither is there any creature 
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that is not manifest in His sight" This text gives the 
word of God all the reality and power of the Incarnate 
Word; and it follows that we should give the Word all 
the force and reality of God Himself, and nothing less. 
If I give up this truth, I am left at the mercy of man's 
understanding, and of any interpretation he may put 
on it. Then, of course, it belongs to man to interpret 
and explain it, as he will do it, according to his own 
wishes or interests, at the best according to his own 
wisdom, which that same word has proclaimed to be 
foolishness. But, blessed be God, we are left to no 
such vanities, to be twisted about by the varied winds 
and waves of man's doctrine, or his judgment of God. 
It is not " of man " that the word of faith comes, 
though it is by and through man ; but it comes as the 
voice of the Living God: "Speak, Lord; for thy 
servant heareth." 

I consider that the subject brought before us, viz., 
" The duty of entire subjection of heart and mind to 
the Holy Scriptures,** is of the deepest importance, 
and we are much indebted to those who selected it. I 
doubt not they had in view the peculiar perils of our 
day — the wide-spreading heresies that abound, not 
in the infidel literature only, but in the writings and 
teachings of professed Christians; the looseness with 
which truth of any kind is held, the liberty assumed 
to deal with it according to man's judgment, rather as 
to what it should teach, than what to simple faith it 
really does teach. All these are the precursory signs 
of that great coming apostacy, or falling away from the 
faith, once delivered to the saints. (Jude 3, 4.) The 
word of God has given us repeated warnings; so that 
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their very existence among us, instead of weakening 
our strength and faith, should stimulate it, and make 
the sure light of prophecy indeed the light that shineth 
in a dark place until the day-dawn and the day-star 
arise in our hearts. " The Spirit speaketh expressly," 
says Paul to Timothy, " that in the latter times some 
shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing 
spirits, and doctrines of devils." 

No one who takes cognizance of what is passing 
around us can fail to see the truth of this ; and that 
though there have been infidels and heretics in all ages, 
there is now an energy of intelligent and persuasive 
power in the varied forms of error propounded, in 
some cases by honoured persons, which, as making 
them the more attractive,' renders them the more peril- 
ous. And I admire the wisdom of those who chose 
our subject in placing the heart before the mind in 
that double subjection we owe to the Holy Scriptures. 
Yes, truly, all hangs on this, the real subjection of 
our hearts. And what will be the measure and power 
of that subjection ? Just the measure of our apprehen- 
sion of the grace of God revealed to our souls in 
that word; and the power its saving truths have to 
make us holy, happy children of God, realizing present 
redemption through His blood, even the forgive- 
ness of sins, and everlasting life and glory as our 
portion for ever. If our hearts are thus affected by 
the word of God, our minds are the more likely to be 
kept in simple subjection to the things we have 
learned, knowing of whom we have received them. 
We shall care little for those apparent discrepan- 
cies of times and figures which certain critics affirm 
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to exist ; still less for their estimate of what is or is 
not reconcilable with the laws of nature or the sup- 
posed discoveries of science. We shall object as 
much to their unhallowed dissection of the word of 
God, as we do of His person, nature, and character. 
The simplicity and comprehensiveness of our faith will 
be the measure not only of our security from seducing 
spirits, but also of our confidence and blessing. 

We can be thankful for learning, or any investiga^ 
tion that throws light upon the Word ; for expositioift 
that open it up and endear it to us ; but all that spoils 
or defaces it, all that robs it of its reality as the un- 
changeable, incorruptible truth of God, whether for 
good or evil, for sorrow or joy, for time or eternity, 
shakes the very foundations of our faith, and would 
in the end make shipwreck of it. 

I was much interested in reading what a dear and 
gifted servant of God, Adolph Saphir, has written 
on the downward course of religion in Germany — ^the 
steps to infidelity were so progressive. First, the Old 
Testament was given up, and looked at as a mere 
record of Oriental ideas and fables, utterly unsuited to 
the advanced wisdom of these times. Then they 
found truth in the Epistles which ran counter to their 
expanded notions; and they gave them up because 
they were written by Paul, who was only a man. Let 
us have the Gospels only, they said, for they are the 
words of Christ Himself; but they found too much 
of Christ in the Gospels, too much of the living power 
of God ; and at last they had to give up the Gospels 
It came then to this, that Christ was humanity — an 
ideal man at first ; but all His glory, grace, and per- 
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fection, came ultimately to be considered as simply a 
development of humanity. Amongst the things we 
are exhotted to hold fast is the form of sound words, 
in faith and love which is in Christ Jesus ; not in 
the head, or reasoning mind, but in faith and love. 
What, for example, is man now making of the word 
eternal? God meant us to understand what others 
understood by it — z. state of never-ending blessedness 
or woe. But modem philosophy and modern theology 
would give quite another explanation of it, too meta- 
physical for comprehension, but clearly quite different 
from what God meant. Let us beware of changed 
or new terms for expressing the revealed mind of God. 
While we are not blind to the fiifficulties or mysteries 
that are contained in this precious book, let us never 
attempt to explain them away. I believe that most, 
if not all, the well meant attempts that have been 
made to refute the objections and cavillings of those 
who would seek to undermine the foundations of our 
faith (for one link in the divine chain of truth broken, 
and all is gone) are all more or less failures. The 
revelations of God are not to be reasoned upon, but 
accepted in simple, childlike faith. Let God defend 
and justify Himself, as He surely will. " Shall not the 
judge of all the earth do right?" "O man, who art 
thou that repliest against God ?" was Paul's answer to 
the most difficult propositions of our faith. We may 
with wisdom and safety follow his example, and thus 
reply, not only to the unbelieving questions of others, 
but to those of our own hearts and minds, which so 
often arise within us. As God asked Job, " Hast thou 
entered into the springs of the sea ? " so He would 
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say to us. There are mysteries in creation which all 
the philosophy in the world cannot explain. How 
much more inexplicable are the heavenly, spiritual, 
and eternal mysteries, which no eye hath seen, no ear 
heard, or heart conceived ; which are revealed only 
by the Holy Spirit from faith to faith ! Let us hold 
fast the precious truth just as it is written for us. If 
we err in taking it too literally, according to the sense 
Jesus gave it, and as His apostles, and prophets, and 
holy men in all ages have received it, I am sure we 
shall not be condemned. 

The Holy Ghost is given to us to lead us into all 
truth; not, however, apart from, but through the Word. 
" Sanctify them through thy 'truth : thy word is truth." 
(John xvii. 17.) Men of God may misinterpret the 
Scriptures, but the Holy Ghost will teach us, if 
in simple dependence on Him we are subject to 
the Word, and the peace of God, which passeth 
all understanding, shall keep our hearts and minds 
through Christ Jesus. 

MR. LEONARD STRONG. 

This is to me a most solemn meeting. We are met to 
consider the perils»of the last days, and the believer's 
safeguards. Peter warns us to consider what manner 
of persons we ought to be in all holy conversation and 
godliness. Let us read some of the Lord's words in 
Luke xiv. 25-35 ; i John ii. 18-29. We do not wish 
merely to consider those who are the Lord's children, 
already saved, poor sinners, but rich in Christ ; but 
surely, if any here are not yet in Christ, we -would warn 
them that these are perilous times, and show them what 
c 
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may be their safeguards. If you are not in Christ, you 
are in the power of Satan, and will be swept away by 
his lies ; but if you come to Jesus, you will find the 
true God and eternal life ! This is Satan's age ; he is 
the prince of the power of the air, and you are in his 
power \ so there is no difficulty in his sweeping you 
away. But the same refuge which is open for us^ that 
we may abide in Him^ is open for you all to come to 
Him, 

It is remarkable how soon the Holy Ghost gave 
testimony to the evils of the last time, the last hour. 
The Lord, in the gospel of John, spoke of " His 
hour," and ^^your hour." " This is your hour, and the 
power of darkness ;" and in the epistle of John 
we read, " Little children, it is the last time^ or hour. 
This is the last hour in which Satan will be the prince 
of the world, god of the age, the last putting forth of 
his power against God and His Christ. We know this 
is his hour ; for now there are many antichrists risen 
up among professing Christians. Satan's great power 
is manifested now among Christians ; he comes in the 
name of Christ, as an angel of light, and his ministers 
are among us as ministers of righteousness. In i Timi. 
iv. I we read, that " in the latter times some shall 
depart from the faith." At the first starting of Chris- 
tianity the exception was a false Christian — the masses 
of professors were true ; now the true Christian is the 
exception — Christendom is an apostasy, a great lie. 
This soon began : " In the latter times some shall 
depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, 
and doctrines of demons," or false spirits. Baware of 
spirits ! Numbers give heed to the teaching of de- 
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mons, whether it be the leaven of Herod, or of the 
Pharisees, or Sadducees ; there is not merely the evil 
of man's own heart in his natural state, but powerful 
spirits are always at work. But " greater is He that is 
in you than he that is in the world." In 2 Tim. iii. 
we read of the iast days : " In the last days perilous 
times shall come;" and in 2 Peter iii. 3, "There shall 
come in the last of the days scoffers." We have been 
in the loiter HmeSy surely now we are in the last days, 
and, according to 2 Peter iii., nearing the "/dJj/of the 
days," for men are willingly denying every testimony 
of God's word. 

I desire first to call attention to the Lord's words 
in Luke xiv., concerning any who have not truly 
come to Him, who cannot say, "I am crucified 
with Christ." If you can with truth use those words, 
you can also say, "Nevertheless I live;" if not, 
you have no life in you. Israel after the flesh did 
not learn the lesson God would teach them, that 
the flesh is nothing but sin ; nothing can reclaim or 
reform it. We have this taught us in the Flood; the 
flesh had to be put under water, for nothing could 
make it any better. If we come to the end of our 
flesh and the world in the death of Christ, we can 
receive a new life in His resurrection. The people 
rushed after the Lord when they saw His miracles : 
they knew that the Christ would be distinguished by 
wonderful signs; they were taken with the miracles, 
and they came after Him to make Him a king, but 
He escaped from them. Then, after giving them the 
parable of the marriage supper, warning them that 
verv few would really come to Him, He turned to the 
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multitudes following Him, and said the words which 
I have read, " If any man come to me, and hate not 
his father, and mother, and wife, and children, and 
brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he 
cannot be my disciple." Mark these words. Jesus 
is the Head of the new creation, the Resurrection 
and the Life. All have sinned, and died in one man ; 
all must be saved in another One. We must be 
delivered and saved before we can do a good thing, 
or think a good thought. Jesus saw that the people 
did not know that death was necessary before life 
(i Sam. ii.); "The Lord killeth and maketh alive; 
He bringeth down to the grave and bringeth up." 
Religiousness was destroying their souls; they were 
going to sleep, shutting their ears to His words^ " Ye 
must be bom again." So He gives them His solemn 
warning, and that they might make no mistake. He 
uses these dividing words, " If any man come to me, 
and hate not his father," &c. The Lord has given 
us natural affections, that by them we might glorify 
Him ; but He shows us here that everything we have 
and use naturally is condemned ; that unless we make 
an end to the flesh, and lay down our life, with all our 
works and our religion — ^that unless we realize the end 
of our life here at the cross, accepting its judgment as 
seen in the death of Jesus Christ, we can never live to 
God. Christ is the Head of a new creation, the Holy 
One begotten of the Father : He is the life which is 
given to us. 

He must put us all to death. He laid down His 
life that He might bury us all out of God's sight. 
God sees in the cross and death of Christ an end of 
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US — the end of Adam, the end of* the flesh ; there is 
no escape from condemnation but this. We are 
nothing but sin ; the flesh is abomination to God. The 
blessed Christ gave Himself for us, His death for our 
death : whatever is of the flesh has to die, to be put 
away. God declares prophetically to Israel that the 
death and sacrifice of Christ set forth in Isaiah liii. is 
as the waters of Noah to Him ; and that therefore He 
will never more be wroth with them. (Isaiah liv. 9 ; 
Gen. vi. 13; viii. 21.) 

One reason why such particular commands are given 
in the epistles to hjisbands, wives, children, servants, 
is because by the death of Christ we have ended our life 
here with all its relationships ; we have been raised 
with Him, and we come down to take them up 
again in a new life as strangers and .pilgrims. The 
Lord's illustrations and figures of diis are beautifully, 
apt If you mean to overcome Satan and the 
world, with Him, you must be first a new creation. 
Do not attempt to save yourselves. It is remarkable 
how difficult it is to get people to drop their religion, 
condemn themselves, go to the cross of Christ, and 
there, accepting death and judgment, take up new 
life, and come back into the world to adorn the doc- 
trine of God their Saviour in all things. In the flesh 
you cannot please God ; therefore count the cost It 
is impossible for you with ten thousand men to over- 
come Satan with his twenty thousand. Satan mocks 
at all your professions. 

" Salt is good ; but if the salt have lost its savour, 
wherewith shall it be seasoned?" It is a blessed 
thing to be a Christian; a wonderful thing to be 
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saved. If you are saved, and have the life of Christ, 
that life is pleasing to God. If only a professed Chris- 
tian, without the life of Christ, you are not fit even for 
the present age. The Holy Ghost in Hannah's song 
called this world a dunghill ; and we are still', in one 
sense, obliged to be as strangers on itr— poor, but rich 
in Christ, to be set among princes in the age to come. 
False professors of Christianity are not fit for .the world; 
their end is to be trodden under foot of men. 

I am glad these addresses are to be extended to all, 
and not confined to the young, for I see in Titus exhor- 
tations to the aged as well as the young. Paul bids him 
rebuke the Cretans sharply for their former immoral, 
wicked lives, and enjoins them, because they are in 
Christ, to walk uprightly. " JBut speak thou," he says, 
" the things which become sound doctrine : that the 
aged mm be sober. The aged women likewise .... 
that they may teach ,the young women to be sober. 
.... Young men also exhort to be sober-minded." 
Why does he give these exhortations? ^^ For the 
grace of God, which bringeth salvation, hath ap- 
peared." Christ Himself hath appeared. By the 
grace of God, Abel and Enoch were saved, and this 
grace now brings salvation for all who receive it 
" Teaching us' (this is a similar word to the nurture 
spoken of in Eph. vL 4) that, denying ungodliness 
and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, 
and godly, in this present age." It is only standing in 
Christ we can overcome the world, and find a safeguard 
from the perils of the last days. Christ in us, the true 
David (i Sam. xxii. 23), is able to resist all the powers 
of darkness. 
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He is the truth. This world is a lie ; it has been 
under the liar from the time of Cain until now. The 
power of the liar over the natural man is astonishing. 
Man loves a lie ; and the liar Sat^n has no difficulty 
in deluding him, for his mind is darkened, and he 
does not mind losing himself; he is led blindfold to 
destruction. 

There are no real riches, or glory, or honour, in the 
world, nothing but sin and dishonour ; everything that 
man is lifting up is a lie. 

This is the state of things now with all that do not 
believe that Christ is the TRUTH. 

" They went out from «jr," says John ; that is, from 
the apostles and those that followed Jesus. The 
apostles never put themselves between Christ and 
their fellow - saints ; they were all one brotherhood; 
they had handled and looked upon the Blessed One, 
who was risen. The eternal life which was with the 
Father, and that which they had seen and heard, they 
declared, that others might have fellowship with them. 
" And truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with 
His Son Jesus Christ." We who believe have been 
called into the same truth. We are in the most blessed 
position that Christians have ever been. . Soon to be 
taken up ! Abiding in Him, and He in us ! Surely 
we are in a most blessed place. The apostle Paul 
tells those Jews who were taking joyfully the spoiling 
of their goods, to hold fast the beginning of their 
confidence steadfast unto the end. We are in the end 
of the days, we have the same confidence, and we 
also are to hold it fast to the end. Standing for 
Jesus, realizing the unction from the Holy One, we 
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need not the teaching of man's wisdom or the flesh, 
but have the teaching of the Holy Ghost Once lost in 
Adam, bom in sin, we stand now complete in Christ. 
He is our wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, and 
redemption. We are His, and He is ours. This the 
Holy Ghost tells us, and we realize it as believers, 
according as we abide in Christ and feel the Father's 
embrace. All the perils and difficulties are but to 
increase our faith. 

If any of you have not remittance of sin, if you 
have no peace, if you are afraid to die to-night, if you 
would tremble if Christ came to call His owriy because 
you know you would not be called dear friends, do 
not go to sleep to-night out of Christ ; hate yourselves ; 
give all up at the cross. The grave of Christ buries 
all out of God's sight. Go down and die. Remember 
Jesus Christ, in His deaths has done away with the 
guilt of those who believe — God takes away the guilt. 
There is not a person told to get rid of his own sin ; 
God put sin away. He says, " Christ appeared once 
to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself." Burthen 
not yourselves about your sins. He arranged for their 
open judgment from the beginning. Abel, and Enoch, 
and Noah, brought t-heir sins to Him, and if He had 
not saved them, they must have been damned. God 
loved them ; they believed it ; and when the Blessed 
One came, He put their sins upon Him on the tree. 
He passed over their sins, because Christ came to 
take them all away before men, and devils, and angels. 
O behold Him, the Lamb of God, the taker away of 
the sin of the world ! God is the righteous God, 
now to justify from sin every one who comes to 
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Jesus. Remember salvation is not religion or refor- 
mation. You must forsake all you have, and be-made 
new ; if you have an)rthing of your own, you cannot 
fight Satan. All I had was sin and wickedness. I 
thank God I got rid of all I had, and now I have in- 
stead life eternal, righteousness for ever — /. ^., Christ ! 
" Let that therefore abide in you, which ye have heard, 
from the beginning. If that which ye have heard 
from the beginning shall remain in you, ye also shall 
continue in the Son, and in the Father." "If we 
dwell in love, we dwell in God, and God in us." All 
we are thus taught is truth, and no lie. Eternal life 
is no myth, it is a real thing. There is righteousness, 
life, and glory, and no condemnation, for those in 
Christ Jesus for ever. Everything is opened before 
us. There is a refuge from the perils of the last days ! 
Christ in us the hope of glory / We must walk in God, 
in Christ our life ! As man in the first Adam has 
dishonoured God openly, so man in the last Adam, 
the Lord Jesus, has glorified and honoured Him 
openly, in order that man, according to God's pur- 
pose in the beginning, should be set far above all 
angels, and principalities, and powers. All creatures 
shall be found beneath the Man^ the Lord Jesus, naiv 
God over all. What, then, can Satan do against us ? 
We are surrounded by the enemy; but Christ has 
died, and has risen triumphant, and we in Him have 
overcome. Let us, as Christians, see that we have 
laid down our life altogether, and put on our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the armour of God, taking up in Him 
our relationships, our business, that we may do all as 
God would have us do it. So shall we be ready for 



y Google 



30 TRUTH IN SEASON. 

changes, for distress, for poverty. Nothing will hurt 
us ; for above we have riches, dominion, and power ; 
our service is to be going about doing good. There 
is no centre of Christianity on earth ; no source of 
ministry on the earth; everything is heavenly in 
Christ, and must come from heaven to bless the earth. 
" I will hear the heavens," saith the Lord, ** and they 
shall hear the earth; and the earth shall hear the 
com, and the wine, and the oil ; and they shall hear 

Jezreel." 

** A little while our Lord shall come, 
And we shall wander here no more." 

MR. HENRY DYER. 

Two things were said amongst us this morning which 
I dare say we all remember. Our brother Chapman 
told us that we must be people in spirit up above 
even clearly to see the perils of these last days, much 
more to escape them; that men of this world, though 
men of honour, religion, or respectability, are but as 
creatures on a dunghill. And our brother Stokes stirred 
us to be diligent: "The idle mind," he said, "was the 
devil's workshop." And how true 1 We tell the chil- 
dren in their hymn, 

" Satan finds some mischief still 
For idle hands to do." 

May we not change the word " hands" to ^^ minds** in 
speaking to each other as Christians ? I thought that 
one text given us in the printed circular of invitation 
to these meetings might help us in both these points. 
It is Proverbs xviii. lo : " The name of the Lord is a 
strong tower; the righteous runneth into it, and is 
safe ;" or rather, as in the margin, "set aloft" There is a 
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remarkable contrast to this in the next verse, "The rich 
man's wealth is his strong city, and as an high wall in 
his own conceit." The man who trusts in riches does 
not pretend that his wealth raises him up at all ; he 
is of the earth, earthy; and only thinks he has in. his 
wealth a wall around him, in contrast to the heavenly 
man, who is " set aloft" This is not the only place 
in Proverbs where this heavenly character of the 
believer is seen. 

In chap. XV. 24 we read, " The way of life is above 
to the wise, that he may depart from hell beneath;" 
and xxiv. 7, "Wisdom is too high for a fool: he 
openeth not his mouth in the gate." 

At onpe we see how these passages agree with the 
first part of what was said this morning. Our place 
of security and blessing is above; for "Jehovah's 
name is a strong tower, and the righteous runneth 
into it, and is set aloft." Hence, of course, the run- 
ning into it is by the wings of faith — wings that can 
rise there as in a moment " They shall mount up with 
wings as eagles." That wondrous Name, as we have 
been reminded this morning, soon to be down-trodden 
and blotted out of this wicked Satan-scene, is the 
extolled Name up there, though not here. Faith, it is 
true, still reads it at the cross, but sees the unfolding of 
it, out of the place of death, at God's right hand above. 
There we know it, and find oiurselves sheltered and 
blessed in that great Name. It is not that you or I 
can skilfully climb there; but this Name itself lifts us 
up by its own blessed triumphant power; Jehovah's 
Name does it; it tells of His finished work; hence it 
firecs our conscience, and we rise unweighted by that 
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which would have dragged us down to the pit, and 
find in Him a tower whence we look and cannot 
see our sins, which were buried in His grave. Love 
also is in that Name; for you will never find the nearest 
and dearest here love as Jesus loves. There are names 
of affection in the family, and names of cherished 
love in the Church; but no name like t^t name, 
Jehovah's name, now ours in Christ. Power, too, is 
in it ; for when attracted by its love it walls you in as 
in a strong tower, and makes you "more than con- 
querors" through Him that loves you — against all 
enemies below, and principalities and powers of 
darkness up above. 

Well might Mos^s say in his last words (Deut. 
xxxiii.), after he had blessed the different tribes, 
"There is none like unto the God of Jeshurun." 
Jeshurun means the little righteous one; " little,'' I take 
it, in the sense of tender affection; "righteous," in the 
sense of made so by God. " There is none like the 
God of Jeshurun, who rideth upon the heaven in thy 
help, and in His excellency on the sky." What is your 
name up there? Righteous in Him, your righteous- 
ness. What your welcome? You are dear to the 
heart of God. " The eternal God is thy refuge, and 
underneath are the everlasting arms," strength as well 
as love, victory as well as righteousness. As if Moses 
would say, "My brief arm will fail presently on Nebo's 
top. I, up to six score years, have served you ; God 
has given me unbroken health for Israel, but I must 
die." Words all the deeper in their meaning because 
his eye was still undimmed, and only by God's word 
to him, and not by bodily failing, did he know that 
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he was departing. " God is thy refuge, and He shall 
thrust out the enemy from before thee/* he adds; al-. 
luding to the fact that he knew he should not go over 
Jordan to fight Canaan's battles. And elder ones now 
among us may be gathered to their rest ere long, but 
to you, younger ones, who may still have to meet Satan 
and the world's hostility, we say, ^^He shall thrust out 
the enemy from before thee." Solomon then but joins 
with Moses when he says, "The name of Jehovah is 
a strong tower \ the righteous runneth into it, and is 
set aloft." Let me join to this proverb the next one 
I read, "The way of life is above to the wise." How 
are you and I to be above ? Not merely leaning on 
Jesus' bosom, and secure within His arms, but also 
walking there ; for " the way of life is above to the 
wise, that he may depart from hell beneath." 

Don't let us merely delight that we have this Name 
by faith to run into as a refuge, when we want it, from 
the stains of sin, from sorrows and achings of heart, 
and from Satan's assaulting power. Let us also use it 
when we go in the pathway of daily life, to keep us 
above in spirit, for we are to walk on our high places as . 
with hinds' feet. Let us remember that we are men 
and women in Christ and in the Church X)f God, not 
only when we meet on the Lord's-day, or on such 
occasions as these, but every day, whether in family 
life, or amidst the business and Babel of these last 
days and their perils. We cannot, as believers, get 
outside of the love of God ; hence it is so much the 
blacker ingratitude in us to sin against it This way 
of life in a risen Jesus, Paul also speaks of to the 
Colossians, and trembles at their perils as saints in 
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great conflicts. On their behalf he says, "As ye have 
therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye 
in Him." Get not down, as if he would say, into the 
reasoning of human wisdom, or things that will entrap 
you. The way of life is above to the wise ; walk ye 
in Him, that you may earnestly depart from present 
snares, as you have escaped in Him from an eternal 
hell. The peril of the pit we have not, but perils of 
mischief to our souls from the powers of darkness 
there are at this moment, both to me who am speaking 
and to you who hear. They that speak and hear need 
to ask grace to hide in that Name as their hiding-place, 
and to walk on that highway of the redeemed upon 
which no ravenous beast can come. (Isaiah xxxv.) 

There is a solemn contrast to this in the last proverb 
I read (xxiv. 7) : " Wisdom is too high for a fool : he 
openeth not his mouth in the gate." He has no name 
of honour that he loves to tell ; he has never opened 
his mouth in the Church, the gates of which resist the 
power of hell, and into which he who enters has 
both with the heart believed to righteousness, and 
with the mouth has made confession to salvation. 

But we were this morning also warned against idle- 
ness. Here, too, our first proverb helps us, for it says 
of this Name, " the righteous runneth into it." The 
refuge is given ; but not so given as to dispense with 
his diligence. Vast, high, and loving, as that blessed 
Name may be, he has to run into it. Oh for more 
loving running! Oh to quit, by God's mercy, our 
former idleness of soul! We read in the previous 
verse (xviii. 9), " He also that is slothful in his work 
is brother to him that is a great waster." Dear 
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fellow Christian, you and I cannot, in one sense, be 
the great waster again. We once spent ourselves for 
nought ; we were like the prodigal in the far country, 
who wasted his living or substance. The Christian 
cannot be that again; but he may be "brother to him" 
in actions and manner of life. Even, ^ in the 
parable of the ten virgins, you could not outwardly 
distinguish the wise from the foolish : they all slum- 
bered and slept. Be not slothful in your business; 
be fervent in spirit, serving the Lord. 

Oh, Christian, make Jehovah's name the name into 
which you diligently run 1 Aloft you have been drawn 
in love. Oh, delight in calling it to mind, and in 
abiding there 1 But the rich man of verse 1 1 is out- 
side this strong tower. Not loving the gates of Zion, 
not having entered in, he busies himself with his little 
gettings ; it may be his wages ; it may be his house-' 
hold affairs ; it may be that formerly he could only 
furnish one room ; now he is pleased that he can get 
polished furniture for two, for all ranks drink of the 
ensnaring cup in their different ways. "The rich 
man's wealth is his strong city, and as an high wall in 
his ov^fn conceit." This is England's snare ; the strong 
city of her wealth spreads out all over the world, and 
supplies armaments which are, in her own conceit, a 
high wall of defence to her. What danger we are in 
of getting behind the guard of her earthly walls and 
defences ! Are there any English Christians joining 
in this trust? Are there not, alas, too many? Let 
us neither thirst for her gold, nor hide behind her 
fortifications. God help us that, until the day we are 
at rest with Christ, when He shall come, the Lord alone 
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may be our defence as well as portion; content for 
His sake to be a mere " unwalled " village — an unde- 
fended little flock. "Behold, I send you forth as 
sheep among wolves." Sheep can neither enrich nor 
defend themselves, nor do they seek to; they are 
dumb before their shearers while they live, and meekly 
die when called to ; if they bite the pasture, or use 
the stream, it is for the profit of all. And such should 
be the flock under the Great Shepherd's care, subject, 
as Peter says to Christian slaves, not only to the good 
and gentle, but also to the froward : " Doing well, 
suffering for it, and taking it patiently ; for hereunto 
were ye called : who are now returned to the Shepherd 
and Bishop of your souls." 

And if we have the precious grace now to know 
our defence and treasure as above, then, when He 
comes again, it will all be manifested in a moment ; 
for we shall meet Him in the air, and all will see that 
His name was indeed " a strong tower," and that we 
indeed are " set aloft." The hallelujahs of glory and 
honour to God and to the Lamb will break forth; 
while Babylon, sinking as a stone in the mighty waters, 
will be silent in darkness for ever. 

In Babylon we see the end of England, and of 
Christendom. The armies of the nations will be 
gathered iji battle then as now ; but it will be round 
Jerusalem. The rider on the white horse will come 
forth followed by the armies of heaven, and end these 
last days with all their perils. For as one of this 
world's poets has said — 

** The might of the Gentile, unsmote by the sword, 
Hath melted like snow in the glance of the Lord." 



y Google 



TRUTH IN SEASON. 37 

A solemn hour for this fair sounding land, that 
says in her heart, " I sit as a queen, and am no widow, 
and shall see no sorrow" — ^girded with the island 
defences, and enriched with the productions of the 
world But every jot and tittle of this blessed book 
must be fulfilled — both its mercy and its wrath. The 
former, blessed be God, in usy when at that day we 
are above without a blemish on our persons, or a stain 
on our souls, abiding for ever in Him, our Jehovah- 
Jesus. Oh that God would this day quicken some 
who have never yet confessed His sweet name, nor 
learnt His love ! For the moment they utter it by 
faith, they too will have a home above on Christ's 
bosom, and within His arms. God bless the unsaved, 
and quicken our steps who are His own. Let us 
remember these two or three proverbs, and put them 
side by side, and keep them in our hearts. 

MR. R. C. CHAPMAN. 
Scripture read — Matthew ix. 1-13, and chapter xi. 

John the Baptist said, when referring to the Son of 
God, ** Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away 
the sin of the world." 

He was a great prophet who could point out Christ 
as the Son of God ; but if he had understood as much 
as the feeblest child of God on the day of Pentecost, 
he would never have sent such a message to Christ 
as — " Art thou He that should come, or look we for 
another?" The humiliation of the Lord would never 
have been a stumbling-block to him; he would have 
seen that the Son of God must be humbled, even to 
the death of the cross ; " that at the name of Jesup 
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every knee should bow." Yes, I say, the feeblest 
child of God, after the descent of the Holy Ghost, was 
more instructed in the mystery of the Lord's humilia- 
tion than this greatest of prophets. 

Perhaps I am speaking to some, even many, in this 
assembly who have not seen Jesus, nor received Christ 
To them I would say, whether old or young, to the 
youngest child as well as to the most advanced in 
years I would say (not I, but Jesus), Have you re- 
ceived Christ? Listen to Him while I speak. His 
servants are so looked on by Him, that He judges it 
the same if they speak as if He Himself were the 
bearer of the message ; and when people turn from 
them^ they reject Him, We will notice for a little the 
6th verse of the 9th chapter — "That ye may know that 
the Son of man hath power on earth to forgive sins." 

Now, there is a sense in which we may and ought 
to forgive sins. Suppose any one has done me a 
wrong — I am to be like Jesus, who said, when insulted 
by the soldiers, "Father, forgive them; they know 
not what they do ;" and the greater the wrong, the 
better the occasion to show the mind of Jesus. But 
when the wrong is forgiven heartily^ as Jesus would for- 
give, the everlasting state of the person is not altered 
by my forgiveness. Or suppose a Christian should 
so walk as to compel others to put him away from 
fellowship, what are they to do ? Forgive him when 
he repents, certainly; but his eternal state is not 
altered either by the putting him away, or receiving 
him back into fellowship. A false church has no 
power to forgive sins ; the Church of Rome has none 
but that given by Satan ; but the true Church of God, 
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even in its divided, schismatic state, retains its rights 
and privileges unaltered. 

When the Corinthian saint, mentioned in St. Paul's 
second epistle, 5th chapter, was for a time put out of 
fellowship, his eternal state was not made better or 
worse by their discipline. But when Jesus says, " He 
has power on earth to forgive sins," He so forgives 
that all which God's justice could lay to the sinner's 
charge is blotted out for ever, the debt is paid for 
ever and ever. And if in the days of His flesh Jesus 
could say, the debt is paid and the prisoner is free, 
because He had undertaken to be the surety — if He 
had power to remit sins before He had paid the pen- 
alty, what power has He not noiv that He is exalted 
at the right hand of God, far above all principality 
and power ? And wherein is the difference ? It is in 
this, that now He can show the sinner His pierced 
hands and feet. In other words — God, having raised 
up the Lord Jesus Christ "by the blood of the ever- 
lasting covenant" (Heb. xiii. 20), has given the token 
that He has accepted the atoning sacrifice of His 
dear Son ; so that the question is not now whether 
God will pardon^ but whtxhtx you will have the pardon, 
I must put it thus because so many are drawn by the 
device of Satan into the ruinous sluggishness of soul 
spoken of in Proverbs — " The soul of the sluggard 
desireth and hath nothing." Satan is deluding many 
souls by keeping them hoping they may be saved, and 
doing the best they can to obtain the mercy of God. 
All this is a delusion, and abominable to Him. It is 
pleasing to the sinner, but abominable to the Saviour- 
God, who sent His own Son with the message of par- 
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don. And why is it abominable ? Because they are 
not willing, although they say so, to be forgiven on 
God's terms. 

But mark the case of the man sick of the palsy. 
Did he, as a cripple^ even endeavour to stir a step 
towards Jesus? Oh, no; he was disabled from head 
to foot; and his case is a great encouragement to us to 
bring our neigh'bours, parents, and relations, to Jesus 
with the prayer of faith. The palsied man did not 
say a word; he only presented himself, as one who 
could do nothing, to the eye and heart of Jesus; and 
that is quite enough to touch the heart and move the 
hand of Jesus, whether in the case of God's children 
bringing a sinner, who finds he can do nothing, to 
Jesus, or the sinner himself, who, after many en- 
deavours to be better, and to find the way of peace, 
disheartened from want of success, comes to His 
feet. I need not ask Him to have pity — to grant 
forgiveness of sin. I have only need of one thing — 
let me but confess I deserve God's curse, and I am 
quite sure to have God's blessing; let me tell God my 
moisture is dried up like the drought of summer, 
I have no righteousness but filthy rags, I am helpless, 
polluted, and can do nothing, and I am sure to have 
God's everlasting blessing. That removes my sins as 
far as the east from the west; that sets my feet upon 
a rock for ever; that makes me change my place 
from the kingdom of darkness as a child of Adam, 
where I was dead in sins, to the kingdom of God's 
dear Son, where, as a child of God, I am risen with 
Christ, an heir of His glory for ever. 
And this glorious pardon is for every man, woman. 
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and child who is willing to have it; for what Jesus was 
to the body of the man sick of the palsy He will be 
to the soul of the sinner who trusts Him. There is 
nothing more reasonable, more just, than God's send- 
ing the sinner to hell who is not willing to have His 
pardon upon such terms; and there is nothing more 
gloriously just than His saving the poor sinner who, 
in the spirit of self-loathing, is led to Him for Ufe and 
salvation. 

While He is just in the condemnation of every 
sinner who has rejected His pardon. He is more 
gloriously just in saving the believing sinner by Jesus. 
How glorious ^n answer the Lord sent on the occa- 
sion of John the Baptist's staggering through unbelief, 
and sending the message, " Art thou He that should 
come, or look we for another?'' But we will not 
dwell on John's fainting, which was very like that of 
his great forerunner Elijah, who, staggering through 
unbelief, fled to Horeb. 

How gracious a Lord and Master is Christ to all 
who are willing to serve Him. Instead of" upbraiding 
us when we faint, and when we say and do things we 
ought not, He gently raises us up, and in His com- 
passion does not expose us to shame, but graciously 
bears with our weakness. 

In verses 21 to 24, we see the guilt of Capernaum 
and Chorazin to have been far greater than that of 
Tyre and Sidon, because they had seen His works and 
ways ; and Jesus tells them that Sodom and Gomorrah 
will not be so terribly dealt with, by whatever just 
punishment they may be visited, as those guilty cities. 
Sodom had the holy example of Lot as a witness 
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against it, but Capernaum had the Christ of God 
walking its streets. \Vhat, then, must be the guilt of 
Teignmouth, which has the crucified and risen Saviour 
testified of by God's children and ministering servants? 
From my very soul, I believe the guilt of the rejecters 
of Christ in this town of Teignmouth is far, far greater 
than that of Sodom. 

Verse 28. After all these terrible words of warning, 
how sweet to hear the Lord saying, "Come unto me, 
all ye that are weary," etc.; and after that, "Take my 
yoke," etc. The "rest" of the 28th verse has its 
explanation in Romans v. i : "Being justified by faith, 
we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ." He then goes on to say, "Take my yoke 

and ye shall find rest to your souls." Why 

should one to whom Jesus has given rest go in search 
of rest? The word rest has another meaning in the 
29th, not contrary to that in the 28th, but different 
from it. If I had not peace with God, I could not 
take Christ's yoke upon me. Suppose a sinner has 
received peace of conscience, not by the works of 
the law, but "by ceasing from his own works." 
There is yet another rest to be obtained. It is very 
possible for a true child of God, one who knows 
he has the pardon of his sins, being assured of it by 
the inward witness of the Holy Ghost, to be rest- 
less. What is it that makes a Christian restless — one 
who would not be rejected if Christ were to come 
in the glory, and who would not be in terror were He 
to appear at any time ? It is self-will ; and from the 
restlessness of self-will, daily deliverance is to be 
sought. And this is to be obtained by taking His 
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yoke, and learning of Him who is meek and lowly. 
He might have said many other things that would 
have led to our happiness and peace; but when the 
question is, how we are to be delivered from the 
restlessness of self-will we are to consider Jesus, the 
meek and lowly one. "Let this mind be in you which 
was also in Christ Jesus," &c. (Phil, ii.) 

Every day I am exposed to Satan's temptations, 
and he will, among other things, seek to make me 
think myself something. While the Spirit of God is 
teaching me I am nothing, the spirit of darkness will 
be teaching me I am something. And how am I to 
learn to be like Jesus? First of all, I must look at 
Him as my great High Priest, my sacrifice, my surety; 
I am to consider what He is for me in the presence 
of God as my intercessor and advocate, and I am 
then to look at His cross as my pattern. His was 
infinite, lawfiil exaltation ; but first came infinite self- 
abasement; and when I see God's equal "subject 
unto death," I shall be ashamed of my pride, both as 
to its foolishness and pollution. 

Many a man ia a state of nature can and does see 
the folly of pride, but no natural man sees its filthi- 
ness; the Spirit of God alone can teach us that. Then 
I have to wage daily warfare with the powers of dark- 
ness, and seek daily to be nothing. I have to work 
out my own salvation from self-will, self-exaltation, 
from everything not like Jesus ; and let me go about 
this business every day ; and while in pursuit of that 
blessing, and nothing but that, everything I need, 
whether for temporal or spiritual supply, God will 
bountifully give. 
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MR. GILPIN. 

" I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy 
of the vocation wherewith ye are called." — £ph. iv. z. 

It may help us in connection with the subject sug- 
gested for our meditation to-day — the duty of subjec- 
tion of heart and mind to Holy Scripture — to think 
what Revelation is. 

The thought in this verse may be divided into two 
parts — (i.) The vocation given in the former part of this 
epistle : " God quickened us together with Christ, 
and raised us up together, and made us sit together 
in heavenly places m Christ." What an infinite and 
inconceivably blessed vocation it is ! (2.) Then in 
chapter iv. we get the other part — the exhortation 
to the saints to walk worthy of this high vocation. 
The revelation of God as to how we are to walk here 
is founded on the higher revelation of what God 
Himself is to us. The simple thought is this. The 
Father has revealed Himself in the Son, and the reve- 
lation of the Son is brought home to our hearts by 
the Holy Ghost. The three persons in the Godhead 
are concerned in it. Now a thought of some prevalence 
in the present day is, that the Scriptures are become 
in some measure effete {effete, I mention, bears the 
signification of exhausted and powerless ; to simple 
Christians the word maybe strange); and the thought 
has common acceptance that the word of God has 
not that claim on the attention of the people of God 
which it once had. How awfully false and vain is 
the thought that the revelation of God has become 
in any sense effete ! 
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In the gospel of John it is shown that God has 
fully revealed His own character in the person of 
Jesus Christ. The revelation of God, as He is 
towards the world, and as He is towards the Church, 
are both given in the fullest way. In the cxxxiii. 
Psalm we get a thought of this kind brought out — 
the ointment poured on the head of Aaron running 
down to the skirts of his garments. Now Aaron, the 
high priest, may remind us tjrpically of Christ : He 
is the Head, we are the skirts of the garments. Is 
there not, then, still a living communication between 
God our Father, and Christ His beloved Son, our 
Head ? Is the power of that communication between 
the Father and the Son, and therefore with us, as in 
union with that Beloved One, our Head — is the power 
of this at all dried up ? 

It is a remarkable thing, that while the gospel of 
John is particularly a gospel for the Church, it is in 
this very gospel that God's love towards the world is 
so distinctly spoken of. God's character, as revealed 
in John's gospel, is emphatically one of love. Most 
important it is that we should thus learn from the 
word itself God's truth, as brought home in power to 
our hearts by the Spirit Learning thus from God 
Himself, the effect is abiding. Let us turn to some 
passages where the love of God towards the world is 
brought out John i. 29 : " The next day John seeth 
Jesus coming unto him, and saith. Behold the Lamb 
of God, which taketh away the sin of the world." The 
Son of God manifested in human nature here below 
is a person of such magnitude, that all sin that is 
forgiven in the world is forgiven on the ground of 
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that mighty sacrifice of His; and forgiveness may 
be given to any who will take the place of a sinner, 
just as a member of this ruined world. The love of 
God does not keep the exclusive limits which it did 
formerly, when He was so specially connected with 
Israel ; but goes out fully to a lost, ruined world. 

John iii. 14-16 : " God so loved the worid^xYiaX He 
gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth 
in Him might not perish, but have everlasting life." 
How refreshing to one's soul to come to this open 
and broad statement! Here we get the declaration 
in broad, open terms, "Whosoever believeth;" no 
matter what you may have been — ^how vile, careless, 
or indifferent you may have been ; how you may have 
sinned against light or conscience; how you may 
have neglected opportunities and done despite to 
your convictions ; yet, as a poor sinner, you may meet 
God on that ground, and have salvation. We, as 
saints, should act on this broad statement, and preach 
the gospel to the whole creation. If we cannot reach 
poor sinners by preaching, we may do so by prayer. 
It matters not whether sinners are in India, China, 
Siberia, or within our immediate acquaintance, we can 
reach them all by prayer. 

John iv. 42 : " This is indeed the Christ, the Saviour 
of the world'* I dwell on this passage, because, 
while I think the case of the woman of Samaria would 
illustrate the subject, yet here we have the direct 
word. God is set before us, not as confining His 
dealings to the Jews in the way He did formerly, but 
going out in affection to the whole world. In the 
2 1 St verse it is said, " Salvation is of the Jews." That 
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might have its full bearing on the old time, but now 
it is quite another thing. The word here stands, 
" The Saviour of the world.'* People may argue and 
systematize ; it might be said of such a passage as 
" God so loved the world," that it means the world 
of the elect — the Church. How sadly man limits God, 
and brings Him down to the compass of his own 
narrow mind ! Now the world means the world, and 
I bless God for this blessed statement of His own 
character. Has this love of God, then, to the world 
become effete ? Is He not as earnest about the sal- 
vation of the world as when these words were first 
spoken? Are the pulses of His heart of love con- 
tracted now ? I believe God's heart is as fresh and 
free, through Christ Jesus, towards the world as ever. 
He is going out in love towards sinners at the present 
time, just as much as in the days of the apostle Paul, 
when he wrote, "As though God did beseech by us, we 
pray on Christ's behalf, be ye reconciled to God." 
I again ask — Is this perfect, clear revelation of God 
become effete ? No diminution, truly, is there in the 
love or power of the Father, the Son, and the tressed 
Spirit, and all things here flow fi-om the Fountain Head 
above. To impeach the stream is to impeach the 
fountain. One cannot be done without doing the other. 
Then the same' Gospel which shows the character of 
God towards the world shows His character towards 
His Church. The broad stream of God's love may be 
compared to a river at its mouth. There is the wide 
expanse which the sea-tide pours in, but there is also 
the deeper current, the river's settled bed. The love 
of God which includes the whole world may be re- 
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jected, despised, and unheeded, but this deeper chan- 
nel flows when the other is beaten off. God knew 
the world, as such, would reject His love ; but He re- 
served His Church to Himself, and did not leave tJiat 
love to be rejected by man. The 13th chapter of 
John opens up quite another subject Here we get 
the other part of this character of love — ^the deep 
channel — the unspeakable love wherewith He loves 
His Church. "Havitig loved," it says, "His own 
which were in the world, He (Christ) loved them 
unto the end." Let us just note some of the charac- 
teristics of this special love. 

I St. It is a secured love. It would be no use to us 
without this. Indeed, it would only be a cause for 
deeper condemnation. I believe God's love to the 
world will only sink men deeper in hell who have 
rejected that love when pressed on them. But God 
took care that He would have a people for Himself, 
and so He gave us an appetite for it, or we should 
have rejected as the world still does. 

2ndly. It is an unchangeabielovt. " He loved them 
to the endy 

3rdly. It is a tender love. Eph. v. 29 : "For no 
man ever hath hated his own flesh ; but doth nourish 
and cherish it, even as the Lord the Church." It is 
contrary to nature for a man to hate his own flesh, 
and it is contrary to divine nature in Christ ever to 
fail in loving His Church. It is no effort for Him to 
love those whom He hath purchased with His own 
blood. 

4thly. It is an intense love. Col. i. 13 : He hath 
translated us into the kingdom of the Son of His love^ 
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Christ is emphatically thus called the "Son of His 
love," and we, if beHevers, are one with that Son. 
John xvii. 23 : " Thou hast loved them, as thou hast 
loved me." Who shall describe the intensity of the 
love wherewith the Father loves the Son? God's 
love, then, for His people is measured by the love of 
God for His Son, who hung upon the cross for 'our 
sins once, but who now dwells in the light of God's 
countenance for ever. That love has been height- 
ened by the sufferings which He endured for our 
blessing and God's glory ; as it is said, " Therefore 
doth my Father love me, because I lay down my life, 
that I might take it again." (John x. 17.) Is there, 
then, the slightest change or variation in this love? 
Is His love to the Son become in any wise effete? 
"He is the Father of lights, with whom is no variable- 
ness, neither shadow of turning." (James i. 17.) As it 
was in the days of John and Paul, in spite of the 
Church's awful history and sad walk, so it is now; 
that love is not grown feeble or out of date. Then 
as to the revelation of how we are to walk down here; 
that flows from the higher revelation which we have 
been considering ; and who will say that God's love, 
though fresh and full as ever to the Head, has failed 
and mortified at the extremities ? No ; His love to the 
Church and the world is just as strong as ever. 

I think the people of God often begin at the wrong 
end. They get occupied with the extremities instead of 
with the Head, Christ Jesus — ^with what goes on down 
here instead of the fountain of blessing and power. 
It is quite right to be concerned that we are acting 
according to the will of God, as to meeting on proper 



y Google 



50 TRUTH IN SEASON. 

ground in the name of Jesus only, and that we are 
obedient to the Lord in practical details; but there 
is danger of resting unduly in our external position, 
and practically, what is called the Church may be put 
before Christ. We must begin with the fountain, if 
we are to have true power. It is all very well for us 
to get the water-bottles filled with water ; but unless 
God is there in present blessing and power to turn 
the water into wine, alas for our bottles ! We must 
not think that we are exempt from this error of 
formalism. We are just as exposed to have the 
" form of godliness without the power," though we 
may be correct as to the outward things, which 
before have been referred to. We cannot do without 
power, and the true source of power is to have much 
to do with the Fountain Head of all grace and 
blessing. 

CAPTAIN BEACHEY.* 

*' I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present 
your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your 
rational (\oytxrjv) service. And be not conformed to this age : but be 
ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may discern what 
is the will of God, good, and acceptable, and perfect." — Rom. xii. x, 2. 

The mercies of God, beloved, and the service of 
God are closely connected together. The Father of 
mercies, the Creator of heaven and earth, has 
formed everything for a specific purpose. Nothing 
has been made in vain. 

All things animate and inanimate, rational and 

irrational, have been created to serve Him, and to 

fulfil His purpose in giving them existence. This 

service, of whatsoever kind it is, is entirely dependent 

* Additions have been made to the original Address. 
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oa God. He who made must also sustain, or the 
service cannot be performed. He giveth rain from 
heaven, and fruitful seasons follow. The irrational 
animals all wait upon God, who giveth them their 
meat in due season, thus enabling them to perform 
the services required from them. 

All these creatures, however, though they con- 
stantly are sustained by the mercies of the Creator, 
are not able to appreciate His good gifts, or to 
recognize and hold intercourse with the Giver. On 
man alone has He bestowed an intelligent mind, 
capable of appreciating the mercies of God, and of 
knowing and holding intercourse with the author of 
those mercies. On man alone has been conferred 
the honour of being created in the image of God, 
and after His likeness — a. trinity in unity — spirit, 
soul, and body: a spiritual mind, a living soul, a 
material body; the mind and the body being united 
together by the living soul ; the living soul (the inner 
man) fitted with a mind and with a body distinct 
from every other created thing. Precious gifts, con- 
ferred upon him to enable him to understand,«and 
love, and worship, and serve the living God. 

The very possession of these gifts makes man a 
responsible being — ^responsible to use them for the 
glory of God — ^responsible to serve the Father of 
mercies to the best of his power. The failure or 
refusal to do so is sufficient of itself to cause man to 
stand condemned before God, and that, though he 
may have never received any other revelation of 
God's eternal power and Godhead than that con- 
tained in His works. (See Romans i.) 
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But God, who has given man an ear * to hear as 
well as an eye to see, has not left him without a 
spoken revelation of Himself. God, who has given 
man a mind capable of understanding His will, has 
not left him without a spoken declaration of what that 
will is. There are, I kn6w, some people — men 
who profess to be wise in -this world — who assert 
that God cares for us. only in natural things; that 
it is a matter of indifference to Him what we think, 
or say, or do; that man, so marvellously con- 
stmcted, made so essentially to differ from the lower 
animals, will nevertheless, at the end of his little 
course here, be extinguished for ever, like the beasts 
that perish. Awful, degrading, God- dishonouring 
thoughts ! Truly man that is in honour, and under- 
standeth not, is like the beasts that perish. Why, 
even an earthly parent cares for more than merely 
clothing and feeding his child. He attends to his 
mind, gives him instruction, and teaches him such 
things as he supposes will be useful to him during 
life; warning him against dangers, and pointing out 
that which is beneficial. 

And does God do less? Nay, verily. He does 
more. Every word that He has spoken to man 
shows us how tenderly He cares for our spiritual 
condition ; how anxious He is that the spirit of man 
should be brought into conformity with His own, 
that thus he may be able to choose the good and 
refuse the evil. Listen to His loving voice : " Unto 
you, O men, I call ; and my voice is to the sons of 
man, O ye simple, understand wisdom : and, ye 
fools, be of an understanding heart. Hear ; for I will 
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speak of excellent things Hear instruction, 

and be wise, and refuse it not. Blessed is the man that 
heareth me, watching daily at my gates, waiting at 
the posts of my doors. For whoso findeth me findeth 
life, and shall obtain favour of the Lord. But he 
that sinneth against me wrongeth his own soul: all 
they that hate me love death." (Prov. viii.) 

Man, however, has always refused to hearken to 
the voice of God, whether speaking in His works or 
in His word. The mercies of God as creator and 
preserver have never been so appreciated by the 
natural man as to constrain him to worship and serve 
God with his body and with his spirit, which are 
God's. From the very first he has failed. Placed in 
the most favourable circumstances, he failed. Left to 
himself without law, he failed. Placed under law, he 
failed. If you will refer to the ist and 2nd chapters 
of this Epistle, beloved, you will read there, not only 
of his failures, but behold in the light of God's truth 
the fearful degradation and folly that overtakes man 
when he departs from God, and trusts in his own 
reasonings. You will see, moreover, the depths of 
sin to which it is possible for a man to descend, even 
under the eye of God as it were, and with the full 
knowledge of His righteous requirements, as made 
known to Israel in the law of Moses. So weak is he, 
that though he knows God's will, he is unable to do 
it ; so perverse, that he even makes his knowledge of 
that will a matter for boasting and self-exaltation, 
though he tramples its precepts under foot, and dis- 
honours the God who gave him his knowledge, defiling 
and dishonouring, moreover, his body, by those very 

£ 
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actions which his instructed mind acknowledges to 
be evil Thus both the Gentile without law, and the 
Jew under the law, lay themselves open to the charge 
that they are all under sin. " There is none righteous, 
no, not one : there is none that understandeth, there 
is none that seeketh after God. They are all gone 
out of the way, they are together become unprofit- 
able; there is none that doeth good, no, not so much 
as one." (Rom. iii.) 

It is evident, then, that man in his natural state 
can never be the servant of God. For he neither 
can nor will yield up his body and his mind to God. 
Yea, though he may desire to serve God and to do 
His will, yet, by reason of his weakness, he cannot do 
so. For he has a law of sin working in his members, 
which is stronger than the law of his mind ; so that 
what he desires not to do, that he is compelled to do; 
and that which he desires to do, that he is withheld 
from doing. O wretched being ! who shall deliver 
him from this cruel slavery ? Oh, beloved, look up, 
and, like Paul, thank God that He has provided a 
Deliverer ! Thank Him that He has been proclaimed 
to you ! Thank Him above all that you have trusted 
in Him, and have felt His power. Yea, praise the 
God of Lx)ve, who, while we were yet enemies, gave 
His Son to die for us, that He might reconcile us to 
Himself. Praise Him for that precious blood which 
cleanseth us fi-om all sin ; for the peace which He has 
given us who are justified by faith in that blood ; for 
the free access He gives us to Himself; for the hope 
which is laid up for us in heaven ; for the joy where- 
with we joy in our God; for the Holy Spirit whom 
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He has given to dwell in us, to lead us, to teach us, 
to comfort us, to help us; for the glorious privilege 
of being His children, and of calling Him Father. 
All these things, and more, beloved, mercy upon 
mercy, has our God bestowed on us in Christ Jesus. 
Well, then, may the apostle say, "I beseech you 
therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you 
present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable 
unto God, which is your rational service." 

Do you love Him for His love to you ? Are you 
grateful to Him for His mercies ? Are you overcome 
by His grace, and would you fall down and worship 
and serve Him? Know, then, what service He 
requires from you. 

Thou hast a body — a body once habitually yielded 
as an instrument of unrighteousness unto sin. Now, 
then, yield it up unto God, as one who once was 
dead, but now is alive, and your members as instru- 
ments of righteousness unto God. Let your body be 
as a sacrifice laid out on the altar of His love — not a 
dead, motionless thing like the sacrifices of old, but 
a /iving, moving, acting thing, a power for good 
entrusted to thee, a medium by which thou mayest 
convey to others some of these overflowing mercies 
bestowed on thee. Let thine eyes, thine ears, thy 
tongue, thy hands, thy feet, be ready to do His 
bidding ; ready, whether by word or deed, to minister 
to the necessities of others. Remember, thy body is 
"A?^;" purchased at a great price for the service of 
God ; a temple of the Holy Spirit who dwells in you. 
Take good heed; defile not this temple. For "if 
any man defile the temple of God, him shall God 
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destroy; for the temple of God is holy." (i Cor. iil 

17.) 

Remember that a sacrifice of this sort pleases God 
well: therefore withhold it not But He must have it 
all. It will not avail thee to offer Him the fiiiit of 
thy lips, if thy feet are leading thee astray from the 
paths of righteousness. It will not profit thee to 
stretch out thy right hand and bestow an alms, if 
with thy left hand thou art smiting thy brother. 
Yield up thy members, all thy members, unto God, 
and thou wilt do well. 

This, beloved, is what God calls ^^rationaP^ service. 
And this being so, every other kind of service which 
does not correspond with this is irrational What 
multitudes there were in PauFs day serving their gods 
many and their lords many in an irrational way; 
rearing up magnificent temples, lavishing their gold 
and silver in religious ceremonies; but withholding 
from God their bodies, or else defiling their bodies 
with hideous rites in their fancied worship. How 
sad to think of the vast multitudes in these days who 
are attempting, in like manner, to serve God with 
their buildings, with their gold, with their music, their 
decorations ; with everything, in short, but their bodies. 
The vast majority, indeed, appear to think that it is a 
matter of comparative indifference to God what they 
do with their bodies, provided they abstain from the 
grosser sins. They use them all the week, as though 
they were living blocks, for the display of fine clothes ; 
they pamper them with costly food and drink, they 
use them for purposes of selfish amusement, for sing- 
ing foolish songs, talking foolish talk, dancing, play- 
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going, pleasure-seeking of all sorts ; and then, if once 
a week a solemn face be put on, and the lips demurely 
utter fair words to God, they think that this is all that 
He can expect or require in the way of service. Sad 
delusion ! Friend, if you are such an one as I de- 
scribe, I warn you that such service is not rational, 
God demands your body for His service, and this ser- 
vice is for the whole seven days of the week. 

But I fear that there are many who really know 
savingly the mercies of God in redemption, yet have 
very loose ideas as to the way in which God expects 
them to use their bodies in His service ; who are ac- 
customed to do and say things that must grieve God 
very much ; who join with the world in their amuse- 
ments, and go to places of which the most they can 
say is, that there is " no harm" in it. No harm ! How 
God must grieve over that phrase so often on His 
people's lips, as if to be doing " no harm" was a pro- 
fitable sort of occupation for the body. No harm ! 
Why a corpse is doing no harm ; but your body is a 
living body — ^living, not to be engaged in a passive 
way, doing no harm^ but that it may be doing good as 
an instrument of God. Let me then ask you, dear 
young Christians, and others who are concerned, not 
to quiet your consciences with the idea, that in using 
your bodies for your own gratification and amusement 
you are doing no harm. Depend upon it, you are 
doing harm, not only to yourself, but to others who 
may be led to follow your example, knowing what you 
profess to be, a servant of the Lord Christ What- 
ever, then, you purpose doing, wherever you purpose 
going, guard yourself from harm, by first present^* 
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your body before the Lord, and asking Him to go 
with you, and use you as an instrument of righteous- 
ness for His glory ; and " be not conformed to this 
age, but be ye transformed by the renewing of your 
mind!* 

Two instruments has God bestowed on man — the 
body and the mind. The body, the means by which 
we receive and dispense God's gifts ; the mind, the 
spiritual medium through which we receive instruction 
to enable us to control and direct the body. 

As to your minds^ then, " be not conformed to this 
age." In no former age has the mind of man shown 
such activity as at present. In Paul's day there was 
much of this world's wisdom paraded in the eyes of 
men, and a dazzling, intoxicating effect it had on them. 

Christ's teaching made less progress at Athens than 
at any other place visited by Paul. But all their 
wisdom,-all their scientific knowledge, was mere igno- 
rance compared with the attainments of men in the 
present day. Well, what has all this done for men ? 
^^ Knowledge puffeth upr The world is engaged in 
admiring the greatness of its mind. What is there 
that we cannot do ? What is there that we cannot 
discover? Well, as in Paul's day so now, there are 
two things that with all its wisdom it cannot do. It 
cannot get rid of sin and death ; it cannot by its Yfis- 
^om find out God, How sad it is to see great minds 
rejecting the clear light of God's truth, and choosing 
rather to grope after knowledge in the bowels of the 
earth ! Well, it's the world's way. It desires to be 
wise ; but it must gather knowledge in its own way ; 
it must have what it calls plain facts to go upon. It 
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wants to be happy ; but it must be happy in its own 
way, without God. It wants to get rid of poverty, of 
disease, of war, of everything, in short, that interferes 
with its comfort and prosperity ; but it will not get 
rid of them in God's way. Well, all this knowledge, 
they say, is a step in the right direction ; as men grow 
wiser they will be better able to cope with these evils, 
and to govern themselves. 

Beloved, these are some of the thoughts of man's 
mind in the present age. Be not, I beseech you, 
conformed to it. Do you want wisdom for your 
mind ? First, then, become a fool^ that you may be 
wise. Be foolish enough to believe God's word as a 
little child. Be foolish enough to believe His account 
of the creation. Be foolish enough to own yourself a 
sinful, dying creature, without strength to deliver your- 
self from your own corruptions, without power to lay 
hold on the true life. Be foolish enough to receive 
the Saviour that God has provided, even the crucified 
Christ. Be foolish enough to sit down at God's feet 
as a happy little child, pardoned, cleansed, and sanc- 
tified, to learn of Him everything that you need to 
know. Thus He will make you truly wise. Thus 
He will teach you all things that will be profitable for 
you in this life, and in that which is to come ; storing 
your mind with good and wholesome words ; instilling 
into it His own principles ; imprinting on it the image 
of His Son Jesus Christ ; and thus, as you listen to 
His words, you will be " transformed by the renewing 
of your mind,'^ until you can discern clearly what is 
the will of God, and know everything that He calls 
•* good, and acceptable, and perfect." 
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But, beloved, be not, moreover, conformed to this 
age in its love of pleasure, its love of display, and its 
ambitions — called by the beloved disciple, " The lust 
of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of 
life." 

Remember that your mind was not given you that 
you might by it discover means to gratify the appe- 
tites and desires of your body. One of the special 
characteristics of the world in these last days is that 
men are ^^ lovers of pleasure more than lovers of God." 
(2 Tim. iii.) The world's mind is bent on providing 
amusements for itself, in order that its leisure moments 
(moments of which it robs God, who demands that 
all man's time should be spent in His service) may 
not become irksome. 

All the so-called places of amusement and ways of 
amusement in the present day are so many inventions 
of man's mind to gratify the lusts of the flesh. 
Among other ways of killing time^ as it is called, may 
be specially noticed the reading of the light literature 
of the age. The mind requires food just as much as 
the body, and this is the food which the world supplies 
it with. How many waste whole days in devouring 
the frothy trash contained in the last new novel ! 
Beloved, let it not be so with you. Beware of feeding 
your minds with the poisoned food supplied by the 
fiction writers of the present day. Food did I call it? 
Nay, it is not worthy of the name of food. It is 
froth — the froth of that raging sea which is ever 
foaming out its own shame ! Great swelling words of 
vanity ! Bubbles which burst when touched by the 
finger of truth ! Perhaps in no one particular is there 
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more need of the warning, " Be not conformed to this 
age." 

Such reading is tnAy poison for the servant of God ; 
for it not only fails to nourish his mind, but it creates 
a distaste for the solid food, the real nourishment 
supplied by our gracious God in His word. But one 
may say, " Yes, that is all very well ; but one can't be 
always reading the Bible." 

Well, beloved, that is true. Take as much of 
God's Book of books as you can bear. But He has 
other books. There is God's "book of the hea- 
vens." What views we get there of His glory and 
greatness as the creator and upholder of the uni- 
verse I There is His " book of animals," of " birds," 
of "beasts," of "fishes;" His "book of trees," 
and "plants," and "flowers;" His "book of the 
human race." Truly He has made all things very 
good; and all these are fit subjects to occupy our 
minds with. But I would warn you to read all these 
books in the light of the Book of books ; for the author 
of all these books is One God ; and £iny difficulties 
we may meet with in our studies. He alone is able to 
explain, and He will do so by-and-by, beloved, if we 
will only have a little patiencfe. 

"Be not conformed to this age" in its love of 
display. Your minds were not given you to devise 
means to make a greater show than your neighbours. 
All the pomps and vanities of this age are an abomi- 
nation in the sight of God. Sinful man has no right 
to put on glorious apparel. In his natural state he 
ought to be sitting in sackcloth and ashes, and crying, 
" Unclean, unclean." But God's servants also should 
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beware of coming too close to the world in dress, or 
in any other vain show. Many young ladies and 
others also, I fear, give much thought, and waste 
much time, in providing for their bodies showy and 
fashionable dresses. "Wherewithal shall we be 
clothed ? " is often a question of the first importance. 
This is wrong of itself; for it places that Jirst which 
Jesus says should be las^; but it opens a door also for 
vanity, pride, and extravagance, which things ought 
not to be so much as named among God's servants. 

Depend upon it that an instrument that is meant for 
service, and not for sAaw, is better unadorned. But 
if, beloved, you must be adorned, let it be on your 
inner man you put the beautiful garments ; " even the 
ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which in the 
sight of God is of great price." 

"Be not conformed to this age" in its ambitions. 
Your mind was not given you to make a name and a 
place for yourself in this world. The world lives as 
though it was. Each mind is planning and scheming 
how to get to the top of the tree; how to amass 
riches ; how to acquire honours ; how to add field to 
field, that they may be placed alone in the midst of 
the earth. " But they that desire to be rich fall into 
temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and 
hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction and 
perdition. For the love of money is the root of all 
evil ; which while some lusted after, they erred from 
the faith, and pierced themselves through with many 
sorrows. But thou, O man of God, flee these things, 
and follow after righteousness, godliness, faith, love, 
patience, meekness." 
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But some one may say, What ! am I not to attend 
to my business, and endeavour to get on and provide 
for my family ? 

Yes, by all means. God gave you your miud for 
this very purpose among others. Many of God's 
servants, I fear, neglect home duties for the sake of 
serving God more publicly. Beloved, this is not 
God's way, I am sure. If you would serve God truly, 
you must begin by providing for the wants, both 
temporal and spiritual, of those who have the first 
claims on you. These are your own family, your 
children, your relations and fiiends. Let these be the 
first to hear the glad tidings of the Saviour you have 
found. Let these y?rj/ be filled by the fruit of your 
labour, and tA^ go to others. Remember that our 
Master yfrj/ came to His own lost sheep of the house 
of Israel ; that Paul ^rst preached the gospel to Ais 
own nation. I think it is a sad sight to see Christian 
parents neglecting the instruction of their own children 
that they may have time to run about the country, 
fancying that they can be more useful in serving God 
abroad. 

Ah, beloved, much, I fear, of our fancied service 
will be found in "the day" to be merely wood, hay, 
and straw; because we have attempted to serve, 
without first getting instructions firom our Master. 
Alas ! how impatient, how forward, how hasty we 
often are. God grant to each one of us quieter 
spirits, that we may not be cumbered about much 
serving; but first get prepared for that service by 
sitting at the Master's feet, listening to His words. 
Dear servants of the Lord Christ, let us be much 
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with Him. Let His good and wholesome words be 
much read and meditated upon. Let us diligently 
seek to know Him better, and to keep Him always in 
our hearts ; even as also He knoweth us, and has us 
always in His heart Then we shall not suffer loss — 
our labour shall not be in vain in the Lord. Every 
act of our lives, as His servants, is carefully noted 
down by Him, and by-and-by will be tested. For the 
work of each shall be made manifest; for the day 
shall determine the value of it ; because that day is to 
be revealed in fire, and the fire shall prove each man's 
work of what sort it is. If any man's work shall 
endure this test, he shall receive wages. If any man's 
work shall be burned up, he shall suffer loss, but he 
himself shall be saved, yet so as through the fire. 
Let us see, then, that we build nothing upon the 
foundation which God has laid for us but gold, silver, 
and precious stones, which will endure the fire. 

Let us remember too, beloved, that we have no 
right to wages. See what Paul calls himself at the 
beginning of this epistle. " Paul a slave (SovAos) of 
Jesus Christ.'' And what he was, so are we. " Ye are 
not your own; ye are bought with a price." Jesus 
Christ has paid the ransom money — even His own 
blood — and freed us from our bondage to our former 
master, in order that we may serve Him, our new 
Master, in newness of life. Thus we, as slaves, can 
lawfully hold no property of our own : our earnings, 
our time, our abilities, our strength, our very bodies 
are our Master's by right of purchase. And He may 
justly demand our service in full, without payment or 
reward. But our Lord is very gracious. He does 
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not press His claims against us. And though we on 
our part must never, out of gratitude for His kindness, 
forget that we are His slaves, yet He for His part 
will not use that name for us. 

He says, " You call me Master and Lord; and ye 
say well, for so I am." " You are my friends^ if ye 
do the things which I command you. / call you no 
longer slaves (SovXow), for the slave knoweth not what 
his lord doeth : but I have called you friends ; for all 
things that I have heard of my Father I have made 
known to you." (John xv. 14, 15.) 

Not only will He not use the name of " slaves " 
when speaking of us, but He will not allow us to 
serve Him without paying us in full for that service. 
The very smallest kindness done for His sake, even 
the gift of a cup of cold water, shall in no wise lose 
its reward. But He must test our service ; for we are 
often mistaken, and fancy we are ser\'ing Him when 
we are pleasing ourselves, or acting in ignorance of 
His requirements. 

And observe, beloved, that this arrangement, if one 
may so call it, is made with us entirely by the Lord 
Jesus as our Lord and Master — the Riller over His 
own household. 

It does not touch the question of our salvation in 
the least degree. Eternal life is the free gift of God 
the Father y bestowed upon all alike who have received 
Jesus Christ as His Son, the Saviour of the world. 
We are then adopted into His family, and taken into 
His household, and placed under the Ruler of that 
household, even His Son Jesus Christ, who as a Son 
has received that appointment. (See Hebrews iii.) 



y Google 



66 TRUTH IN SEASON. 

It is the Ruler of the Household then who gives 
directions to His servants, who appoints to them their 
several offices, and gives them their wages. 

It is the Ruler of the Household who at the ap- 
pointed day will summon His servants before Him, 
and test their service, rewarding each one of them 
according to his works. 

Again, these rewards, these wages, which He graci- 
ously bestows on His slaves, appear to me to be a 
portion of His own peculiar property, if one may so 
say — 2L sharing with them of that riches, and honour, 
and glory, which the Father has bestowed upon Him- 
self, as the faithful, and true servant, who became 
obedient even unto death, and that the death of the 
cross. " The glory which thou hast given me, I have 
given them.'* 

So it is also that our being Christ's slaves at present 
in no way touches our standing as God's children. We 
are all bom of God, begotten by His word, and are 
taught by the spirit of the adoption to call Him 
Father. But we are not yet manifested as His sons; 
we are called upon to manifest ourselves here as Christ's 
slaves. By-and-by God will make us manifest as His 
sons. 

But in that happy country, where all His children 
will be gathered together by-and-by, the citizens 
will have different degrees of rank. Every one bom 
in England is by birth English, whether he be rich or 
poor. The monarch on tiie throne and the meanest 
servant are in this respect equal ; but as to their rank 
they differ greatly. So will it be in that heavenly 
country of which we are citizens. We are citizens of 
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it by birthright^ as are all God's children. In this 
respect there is no difference. All will dwell there ; 
all will be happy there ; all will fill the lot of the in- 
heritance that falls to their share to the full. But the 
lots that fall to each citizen will differ in value ; the 
honour bestowed upon each will differ in degree. Let 
us remember, fellow-citizens, who now are servants of 
the Lord Christ, that from Him shall we receive the 
rewards of the inheritance, and that an honourable 
position there is to be gained only by good service here. 

Do you wish to rank high there ? Then you must 
stoop low here; you must win your great rank by 
great humility; yea, the nearer you approach your 
Master here in His great humility, the nearer shall 
you approach Him there in His great glory. Do you 
want the name of king there ? Then you must bear the 
name of slave here. 

OH, beloved, my heart leaps forward at the thought 
of being there. And shall I confess it ? I would be 
great — I would reign as a king. There is such a thing 
as a noble ambition^ because an ambition in God's own 
way, and this is it. God grant me patience to wait my 
Lord's time. God grant me wisdom to seek that 
greatness in the footsteps of the meek and lowly 
Jesus. 

After all it is but for a very little while, and then " He 
who is coming will come, and will not tarry." " Be- 
hold," He saith, " I come quickly : and my reward is 
with me, to give to every man according as his work 
is." " Surely I come quickly. Amen. Even so, come, 
Lord Jesus.*' 
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"And when I saw Him, I fell at His feet as dead. And He laid Hb right 
' hand upon me, saying unto me. Fear not : I am the first and the last ; 
and the Living One, and was dead ; and, behold, I am alive for ever- 
more ; and have the keys of the grave and of death/' — Rev. i. 17, 18. 

There may be a difficulty with some Christians as 
though the doctrine of reward conflicted with that of 
free grace; but this is a mistaken view. Let us 
suppose the case of one who has been relieved by 
another when in greatest need ; that his friend clears 
him altogether from debt, and sets him up in business ; 
but that in so doing he says to him, " I have set you 
up in business, but any profits thence arising I should 
wish to be considered as mine." Suppose, on the 
other hand, one in similar circumstances; but his 
friend says to him, " Now I set you up in business, 
and any gain you can make in it shall be your own ;" 
is not this, so to speak, a double grace ? And so with 
the Christian. God not only pardons him, and sets 
him in union with Christ Jesus, but, as it were, sets 
him up in occupation, and says, "Now all you can 
make shall be your own;*' as the word is, "Occupy 
till I come." 

All Christians have salvation in common ; but be- 
side this there is our responsibility to God, and the 
service of love. "Whosoever," the Lord says in 
Matt. X. 42, " shall give to drink unto one of these 
little ones a cup of cold water only in the name of a 
disciple, verily I say unto you, he shall in no wise lose 
his reward." Salvation by grace, and reward accord- 
ing to works, are entirely independent, though con- 
nected. 

The passage in Revelation, however, seems to 
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suggest that if the Christian dwells unduly on his 
walk and responsibility, he is liable to get cast down, 
and weakened for the race. John .saw Christ, I be- 
lieve, manifested according to His official character, 
as the one who cares with all solemnity for holiness in 
God's house, and he was overwhelmed with the sight. 
But mark how the Lord revives him. He relapses, as 
it were, out of His official character into His personal 
one, and says, " I am the one that died for you, John." 
This sets John on his feet again. And thus He walks, 
as with the long robe, amongst His saints at Teign- 
mouth — that robe which is sensitive of defilement, if 
defilement be there. 

On the contrary, if we dwell on grace unduly, with- 
out a proper sense of responsibility, it is a serious 
mistake. " Work out," says the apostle, " your own 
salvation with fear and trembling." (Phil. ii. 12.) We 
have peace with God through the perfected work of 
our Lord and Saviour JeSus Christ, through His death 
and resurrection; but as having our way to make 
through an evil world, with an evil, treacherous heart 
within, such a word shows us with what carefulness 
we should tread the path. The God who has thus 
set us before Himself on such sure ground, would 
have us to understand that it is no light matter to 
walk here, beset as we are with adversaries from 
without and from within. 

In proportion as I realize truly my position in 
Christ, I have the desire and power to serve Christ, 
so that though I have no strength in myself, yet full 
strength, joy, and blessing can be derived to my soul 
from the Christ to whom I am united. 

F 
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The 3rd chapter of ist Corinthians strongly shows 
the free, full provisions of grace on the one hand, 
whilst on the other the most searching responsibility 
is suggested. To say " all things are yours," accord- 
ing to the language of that chapter (z/. 21), is a great 
word ; and it might have been thought, according to 
mere reason, that they who were thus addressed were 
quite in an advanced state as Christians. But in the' 
same chapter it says (z/. i), "I could not speak unto 
you as unto spiritual^' ^z,\ so that it was not on the 
ground of their attainment, but of their common, 
glorious privileges as Christians, that all things were 
said to be theirs. * 

But we also learn from this chapter that, beside 
being on the foundation, a crucified and risen Saviour, 
there should be what Paul calls a building upon the 
foundation. And the work we do should be of the 
same character as the foundation we build upon — 
divine. It may be of higher or lesser degree, as 
precious stones, gold, and silver vary in their value 
among men; but whether it be private service, or 
service in the way of ministry, it must be divine, how- 
ever lowly, if it is to stand in the coming day of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. And this thought is calculated to 
put a check on unprofitable ministry — ministry arising 
merely from the love of prominence, the love of 
talking, or whatever mere human motive may work. 
And in proportion as we are thus in subjection to 
God, and in subjection to one another, abiding in 
Christ, then there is liberty, power, joy, and blessing. 
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MR. H. DYER. 

The subject given us for our consideration this day, 
viz., "The connection between the testimony and 
service of Jesus in this age, and the glory so soon to 
be revealed," has reminded me of that word in the 
book of Revelation — the book which so reveals that 
glory — in which the angel reproves John for wor- 
shipping him, and says, "Worship God; for the 
testimony of Jesus is the j^/W/ of prophecy." (xix. lo.) 
As if the angel would say to John, The gospel testimony 
of Jesus in which you, and your fellow-apostles, and 
fellow-saints are labouring in this present age, and for 
which you are also suffering, is the very " spirit," and 
life, and source of all these glories with which these 
visions of prophecy are now so filling both your eye 
and ear. How close, then, the connection between tlie 
two ! And what strength to John and all preachers of 
the gospel, when they, like John in Patmos, are suf- 
fering for the gospel's sake, to be assured that their 
work, at present so humble and so difficult, will shine 
out in such glorious results ! and to be reminded that 
the kingdom of God, though at present " less than all * 
the seeds that be in the earth," will ere long "shoot out 
great branches." (See Mark iv. 30-32.) So linked 
together are " the sufferings of Christ with the glories 
(see Greek) which should follow," as Peter says in his 
first epistle. (L 11.) And it was by the Spirit^ too, 
that John both saw the glorious Master, whom he 
preached, and whom he served, and the glories that 
"must be hereafter;" for we are told he was in the 
Spirit on the Lord's day. (Rev. i. 10.) And had not 
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Jesus said to His disciples in their hour of sorrow and 
weakness (John xvi. 13, 14) — "The Spirit of truth 
shall shew you things to come. He shall glorify me : 
for He shall receive of mine^ and shall shew it unto 
you ?" Thus plainly did Jesus even then say, " Things 
to come" are "mine," and teach us, as His saints and 
servants, to link our present testimony in this age with 
the glory that shall 90on be revealed. The truth is — 
the glory begets the testimony (see Acts iii. 13), and 
the testimony points on to the glory ; and this is felt 
with more or less distinctness by every faithful wit- 
ness in this present time, and the more distinctly the 
better. The same epistle to the Hebrews which ex- 
horts us to " hold fast our profession," and to go out- 
side the camp, giving thanks (or confessing) to His 
Name, strengthens uS for it by sapng, " Yet a little 
while, and He that shall come will come, and will not 
tarry." (Heb. x. 37.) 

To this I would add, that not only the service of 
the lip and tongue, but also that other and less 
showy service of the hand in giving, draws some of its 
strength, and is shaped in its character, by the pre- 
sent glory of Christ which gives it birth, and the 
future glory, which will so blessedly reward it. 

And here we again have Jesus' words in the days of 
His sorrow (Luke xii. 32, 33): "Fear not, little flock; 
for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the king- 
dom. Sell that ye have, and give alms ; provide yourselves 
bags that wax not old, a treasure in the heavens that 
faileth not." And so full was Paul of the Hnk between 
this use of money and the coming glory, that when he 
is speaking of the brethren who were carrying some 
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alms from the Gentile churches to those of Judea, he 
says, " They are the messengers of the churches and 
the glory of Christ^ Titus, and the other brethren 
thus spoken of, may have been but poor in the 
world's esteem, and the alms they carried but small 
in amount, but " the glory of Christ" was soon to be 
revealed ; and these servants of His, and their present 
service, were to Paul a token of it. 

Just as in Zechariah vi. 9-15 the "silver and gold " 
which the three godly men of the captivity brought 
to those at Jerusalem, who were rebuilding, the wall, 
was, at God's bidding, to be accepted of them, and 
fashioned into a king-crown and a priest-crown (see 
Ex. xxix. 6), and both to be placed on Joshua's (the 
high priest's) head as a token of the glory soon to be 
revealed. "Take from them {ver, lo Heb,\ yea, take 
{;ver, 11) silver and gold, and make crowns, and 
set them upon the head of Joshua, the son of Jose- 
dech, the high priest, and speak unto him, saying. 
Thus speaketh the Lord of hosts, saying. Behold the 
Man, whose name is the Branch ; and He shall branch 

up out of His place and He shall bear the 

glory, and shall sit and rule upon His throne; and 
He shall be a priest upon His throne, and the counsel 
of peace shall be between them both," /.^., between 
the offices of king and priest, which had been so 
much at variance in Israel's sunken state. The re- 
mainder of the passage shows that these three godly 
men, engaged in this their present ministry of their 
substance to the need of lellow-Israelites, should have 
a corresponding "memorial" in that temple, and its 
glory, when it came. 
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Who is not reminded by this Old Testament Scrip- 
ture of the three wise men of tjie east, who brought 
their frankincense and gold and laid it at the feet of 
the Babe of Bethlehem, as one whom they owned to 
be the " King of glory," though at present He had 
only a stably for His dwelling-place instead of the 
coming heavenly city, and the "manger" was His only 
throne ! 

Oh, brethren, there is the service of giving as well 
as of speaking, and both alike are linked in this pre- 
sent age with the glory which will soon be revealed ! 
The service of giviijg in the church belongs to all ; 
tliat of speaking to but comparatively few ; but were 
it more valued, and the future recompence of it more 
believed, the souls of saints would be more ready for 
the word when spoken, and it would be deepened also 
in such as speak it. 

Indeed, that blessed title of Jesus in His future 
glory — " The Branch " — comes but twice in the book 
of Zechariah — once in chap. iii. 8, in connection with 
" a teaching priest," and other guides who should lead 
Israel into God's "ways" and help them to keep His 
" ordinances,'' and then in chap, vi., as quoted above, 
where it stands in connection with offerings of " silver 
and gold;" both these parts of Israel's service being 
alike linked with the coming glory. 

But there are the still unsaved present, and a word 
should be said to them. Dear unsaved ones, for you 
also there is a link between the glory and the present 
testimony to you of a Saviour's love and grace ; as 
also that grace, if you welcome it, will both ^how you 
the coming glory, and assure you of a share in it. 
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Young Saul of Tarsus, smitten to the earth by the 
brightness of the glory, yet loved by Jesus all the 
while, and subdued in heart to Jesus by that love, 
may show you the former; and you may see the 
latter in the case of the degraded but believing thief 
looking to the " Man of sorrows," and of poverty, 
hanging near him, and seeing in Him first a sinless 
Saviour, and then the Lord of glory and a kingly 
Friend, who would give him paradise that day, and a 
share in His kingdom at His coming. 

Dear young friends — ^for I cannot forget that these 
Teignmouth meetings were first set afoot for the 
young — you may, like Saul of Tarsus, be moral and 
blameless in outward life in others' eyes, and perhaps 
in your own, but if you only let Jesus, now exalted at 
God's right hand, shine in all His light on your mind 
and conscience, you will sink down within you, as 
young Saul did, with a sense of your rebellious pride 
and your guilt ; but Jesus will raise you up to be His 
saved ones, and to serve Him in His lowly present 
service. May it be so ! And may many a London 
" gutter boy " and " arab," of whom our Brother Bar- 
nardo was speaking to us last night, be led by means 
of our brother's labours, even in all their wickedness 
and starving, dying misery, to know that Jesus, who 
loves and pities them, and will delight to give also 
to them, as He did to the dying thief, a place in 
Paradise, should they die, and a share of His throne 
at His coming. 
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MR. W. J. STOKES. 

I PURPOSE in this address, God helping me, to show 
the very blessed place which God intended women 
to occupy ; and also how, in consequence of the work 
of Satan, women (unconverted) have failed to occupy 
that place, and have instead been the cause of great 
mischief in the world ; and how even Christian women, 
not living near to God, have caused an enormous 
amount of mischief in the Church, being wrought 
upon by others, and becoming instruments of evil. 

We were considering yesterday what was said about 
the perilous times in 2 Timothy iii. 1-5. There is a 
remarkable passage in verse 6. " For of this sort are 
they which creep into houses, and lead captive silly 
women laden with sins, led away with divers lusts, 
ever learning, and never able to come to the know- 
ledge of the truth." 

I observe that these deceivers (persons who resist 
the truth) find instruments most suited to carry on 
this work in " silly women." It seems as if they could 
not succeed without such agency. The word ^^ silly" is 
a remarkable one ; it is opposed to " wise." The same 
word is used with reference to Ephraim. " Ephraim is 
like a silly dove without heart" (Hosea vii. 11.) There 
I think we get the scriptural meaning of the word 
"silly.'* "Silly women" are women who have no 
heart for the Lord Jesus ; those who, whatever their 
other attainments, whatever their natural ability or 
gentleness, are without heart for Christ. " The fear 
of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom." I might 
refer you to many parts of Scripture to show you that 
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wisdom is chiefly expressed by love and obedience to 
God, having respect to God and His will in all things. 
No doubt these " silly women " were in the Church, 
but they had hoUowness of heart for the Lord. We 
can only judge of professors by their actions ; we can- 
not search the heart. If any one professes to be 
converted; if a plain statement of faith is made, 
and a desire is manifested to live for God; the 
profession of such an one ^nust be accepted. Such 
persons may be baptized, and received at the Lord's 
table, and become members of the company of 
believers in whatever place they happen to be. But 
have they a heart for the Lord? Are they walking 
before Him in all things ? If not, they may be such 
as are described by the title of " silly women," and 
these are the persons whom the deceiver acts upon, 
because women are more susceptible than men, and 
deceivers find them ready instruments for carrying on 
their evil work. Looking over the Church's history, 
we learn this sad truth; and even in our own time 
we can go back in sorrowful remembrance and say, 
from our own experience, that there would not have 
been the amount of mischief there has been, nor thfe 
separation, nor the party feeling, nor the heart-burn- 
ings and jealousies at all to the same extent, if it had 
not been for women acted on by men who wanted to 
get up a cause and establish themselves, and who found 
ready tools in "silly women" — ^women who had more 
heart for teachers than for the Lord Jesus. 

The human heart must have an object to love, and 
woman especially so; it is her nature. If the Lord 
Jesus is not the object of her heart's affections, " 
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will have some other object ; and the heart which in 
unconverted women is placed on this, that, or the 
other, is, in converted women, generally placed on 
teachers. They are apt to flatter them, and tell them 
how sweetly they have spoken, how lovely is their 
teaching, and so forth ; the teachers are pleased, they 
begin to think they are great people, and in their time 
act on those hearts, and make use of them for their 
own purposes. I dare not speak thus if I did not 
know these things, and if they were not in this book. 

Now I find in the 5th chapter of i Timothy refer- 
ence to "silly women" (verse 11): "The younger 
widows refuse: for when they have begun to wax 
wanton against Christ, they will marry ; " that is, I 
judge, they turn their backs on the Lord Jesus, and 
marry ungodly men. "And withal they learn to be 
idle." Idleness is that condition which exposes people 
to the wiles of Satan. When the young have nothing 
to do, they learn to be idle, and become " tattlers and 
busy-bodies, speaking things which they ought not." 
With regard to the influence women have in society, 
I believe that women govern society altogether, and 
I do not doubt that in most of the nations of the 
earth women have to do with governing the country 
as well as their own families. How important, then, 
that this tremendous influence be used for God ! 

You may have noticed, in reading the books of the 
kings of Israel, when a king is spoken of, it is said he 
succeeded to the throne, and he did evil in the sight 
of the Lord, and Ms mother's name was so-and-so; or, 
he did that which was right to do, and his mother's 
name was so-and-so. Do not think that God records 
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that in vain in His book : it is to show us how the 
rulers of that mighty nation began their reign under 
the influence or training of their mothers for good or 
evil. It is important for us in these last times to see 
how this influence is wielded. 

I want to show you also the contrast to all the evil 
I have spoken of. I do not believe that any people 
have lived so near to God, or have exhibited such 
genuine faith in the Lord, as women. They do not 
stand on platforms generally; they have not the 
opportunity of doing much in a public way, and the 
less of that the better; but they have opportunities of 
bearing with patience the ills of Hfe, and of wielding 
an influence in the domestic circle, and in these things 
many are beyond all praise. As regards the Lord 
Jesus Himself, we know that He was waited on and 
ministered to by women more than men. (Luke viii. 
2, 3.) We read of women who had been saved by the 
grace of God', delivered from the deviVs power, and 
healed of their infirmities, constantly waiting upon 
the blessed Lord, having the great honour of serving 
Him, following Him in His journeys, and supplying 
His wants. Have you ever thought of the honourable 
situation in which they were placed ? 

Women had more loving appreciation of the worth 
of Christ than His disciples. Not a single one of 
the disciples valued Him as the women did, or so 
proved their love to Him; and no one understood 
about His death and burial but one woman — Mary. 
All objected to the costly expression of love; but she 
deemed nothing too costly by which to express her 
love to the blessed Lord. This is being wise at heart. 
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Wisdom is to have love to Jesus, and those who love 
Him shall never be dupes of the deceiver; we can 
never be tools of wickedness if we have love for Jesus. 
.Have you ever tried to calculate the cost of that box 
of ointment ? According to the note in our marginal 
Bibles, it was worth (in our money) eight guineas, and 
that may represent even more, according to the relative 
value of money then and now. We cannot suppose 
Mary to have been at all a rich woman, yet she poured 
out all this unsparingly on her beloved Master. What 
did the Lord say? His was the only voice raised in 
her defence. "Let her alone; she hath wrought a 
good work on me." 

We find also, in the 23rd chapter of Luke, that 
after the Lord's body was taken down from the cross, 
when all the disciples had fled for fear, the women 
who came from Galilee, and had followed Jesus, 
beheld the sepulchre. They had love for the person 
of the Lord, and, though He was taken away from 
them as the living Saviour, love led them to mark the 
place where He was laid, and further led them to 
prepare spices and ointment to anoint His body. 
Then, the first day of the week, they came to the 
sepulchre, bringing the spices they had prepared. 
A guard of Roman soldiers was there, but they were 
not deterred by that, nor by the apparent impossibility 
of rolling away the stone. Love knows no difficulties; 
it surmounts every obstacle; if a wall is built up to 
heaven, love makes no account of it They went to 
the sepulchre, and God appeared for them: they found 
the stone rolled away. 

I say, then, if you want to be preserved from being 
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made tools of mischief in these last days, learn to love 
the Lord Jesus in your hearts. He gave His life's 
blood for you. You will never have such a lover as He 
is. Let Him have your he^irts, and then it will be 
utterly impossible for any one to pervert you from the 
right way. Occupation I believe to be a great thing. 
Study the word of God, be much in prayer, and do 
good t6 your fellow-creatures. I have been often 
struck when reading the account of Tabitha. "There 
was at Joppa a certain disciple." It is not said a 
certain professor who ran about to all meetings, or a 
certain Christian, but a certain disciple^ a, follower of 
the blessed Lord. "This woman was /ui/ of good 
works and almsdeeds." It is not said that after she 
had paid her morning visits, and spent some hours in 
talking nonsense, she gave a few pence to the poor : 
she was /u// of good works. What did Peter find 
when he was sent for after her death? "All the 
widows stood by him weeping, and shewing the coats 
and garments which Dorcas made while she was with 
them." 

It is a great thing so to live, that when we die we 
shall be missed, so that the thought of us may call to 
mind some practical things which we did for the relief 
of our fellow-creatures, and the alleviation of some of 
the miseries of the world ; that it may be said of us, 
he relieved such a poor person; she comforted such 
an one; she helped that one in difficulties, &c.; he 
cheered so-and-so by kis counsel. 

Turn now to Romans xvL This chapter gives us 
some little idea of how usefiil women were to Paul. 
Verse 3 : " Greiet Priscilla and Aquila, my helpers in 
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Christ Jesus : who have for my life laid down their 
own necks." Priscilla was Aquila's wife, and she and 
her husband had exposed themselves to martyrdom 
by their service to Paul. Verse 6 : " Greet Mary, who 
bestowed much labour on us.'' Verse 12: "Salute 
Tryphena and Tryphosa, who labour in the Lord. 
Salute the beloved Persis, which laboured much in 
the Lord." 

I believe I am right in distinguishing all these as 
women who were helpers in the service of the Lord 
and of Paul. In Phil. iv. 3, we again find mention of 
women, " who laboured with me in the gospel." Con- 
cerning Timothy, the one of all others in whom Paul 
was able to repose confidence, who was as a son to 
him, he says, " I call to remembrance the unfeigned 
faith that is in thee, which dwelt first in thy grand- 
mother Lois, and thy mother Eunice." How happy 
were that grandmother and mother to have been those 
who trained the mind of that youth, and instructed 
him in the Holy Scriptures ! 

Many faithful servants of God have traced all their 
usefulness to the influence and prayers of believing 
mothers. Three-fourths of those who in late years 
have stood up for Christ, and laboured in the gospel, 
have traced their conversion and subsequent usefulness 
to the prayers and teaching of believing mothers. 
Therefore we see the amazing influence for good 
woman labouring in her own sphere may have on this 
race of ours. Dear sisters in Christ, you have not 
only your own souls to care for, but the good of man- 
kind ; and if you have faithfulness to the Lord Jesus, 
weak as you are, you will be able to stem the tide of 
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iniquity rolling over the land. You have the infant 
child at your knee from the moment it is capable of 
understanding ; you have to form that mind ; to present 
to it the works of God in creation ; the counsels of 
God and His providence; the unspeakable gift of 
God — His beloved Son; you leave impressions on 
that mind which will never be worn out I have heard 
that the Jesuits have stated, that if only they can get 
the first seven years of a child's training in their evil 
system, they do not care what influence may be after- 
wards brought to bear on that child. 

I know not how far this may be correct, but I believe 
we have no conception of the amount of influence the 
mother, sister, or aunt, or whoever the woman may be 
that has the charge of the child, has over the plastic 
mind of the infant ; she may be the means, under the 
hand of God, of preparing instruments of great bless- 
ing to the human family. In order to do this, I need 
only tell you, it is necessary to cultivate love to Jesus 
in your own souls. 

How sweetly some women have been able to sus- 
tain their infirmities of trial, and so glorify God ! 
You may have heard the story of the dear widowed 
mother left in great difficulties, who instructed her 
child that in all her trials she was depending on the 
blessed God, her Father; and whenever any sharp 
trial came she would say, "The Lord liveth." One 
day she was overcome by a temptation : it was too 
much for her faith, and she wept incessantly. The 
child, who had so constantly heard her express her 
faith, said to her mother, "O mother! is God dead?" 
That little word was restoration to the mother's heart, 
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peace again returned, and she never again wept such 
desponding tears when trial came. 

Cultivate earnest faith in your souls towards God ; 
store your minds with the promises and warnings of 
this book. " Let the word of Christ dwell in you 
richly in all wisdom." Then you will be able, not only 
to save yourselves from the evils coming on the world, 
but you will also save those over whom God in His 
wondrous providence has placed you. Oh, be afraid 
lest ye should be made instruments of mischief ! Run 
to the Lord Jesus ; draw near to Him ; sit at His feet 
as Mary did, and hear His word, that thus yoiu: 
minds may be conformed to the Lord Jesus. 
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